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Araripe Manakin - John Fuller

The tour started in Fortaleza and we drove a few hours towards the Baturite
Mountain range where we stopped at the Cara Suja (Grey Breasted) Parakeet
Sanctuary, at this reserve some of the local endemics were quite easy to find
and we had great views of Grey Breasted Parakeet, Ceara Leaftosser, Ceara
Woodcreeper, Ceara Gnateater, Guiana Tyrannulet, Buff Breasted Tody-Tyrant,
Ochraceous Piculet and Band Tailed Manakins. Also around there, Lined
seedeater, Red Necked Tanager, Yellow Chevroned Parakeets, Black Capped
Antwren, Guira Tanager and Planalto Tyrannulet were observed.

After lunch we headed to Vale das Nuvens, where our main target would be
the stunning Gould "s Toucanet. It didn’t take long and four Toucanets were



spotted feeding on a fruiting tree with a flock of Grey Breasted Parakeets.
Before Dinner, we tried for Spectacled Owl and were thankfully successful!

Grey-breasted Parakeet - John Fuller

The second day we went out birding before breakfast within the lodge grounds
and had good views of Ochre Backed Woodpecker, Gray Headed Spinetail,
Planalto Hermit, Rufous Breasted Hermit, Pearly-Breasted Cuckoo and Large
Elaenia amongst other species.

After breakfast we took a drive to Pedra dos Ventos where we arrived in time
for lunch.

Here we were welcomed with beautiful views of the endemic Pygmy Nightjar
and later the endangered White Browed Guan, just fantastic! In the evening
we walked around some wetland and dry Caatinga woodland where we had
lots of White Throated Seedeaters, Sooty Fronted Spinetail, Black Bellied
Antwren, Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, Scarlet Throated Tanager, Caatinga
Cacholote, Red Cowled Cardinal, Pale Baywing and a new state record of
Pearly-bellied Seedeater!

Day number three was mostly a long drive to Chapada do Araripe, as soon
we got there, we went directly to the famous water park where with a little
patience we nailed Araripe Manakin!! There were at least 3 males feeding on
a Cecropia tree and later coming to pools near the trail, what a great bird!
We also saw Rufous tailed Jacamar, Blue Ground Dove, Reddish Hermit and a
Pectoral Sparrow.

After enjoying the super Araripe Manakin we continued our drive to west of
Crato towards Sitio Pau Preto, in Potengi. Upon arrival we had White Naped
Xenopsaris, Common Thornbird, Orange Headed Tanager and White bellied
Nothura was calling as the sun went down.

The next day we had a full day at Potengi area, where we looked (with
success) for some of the Caatinga specialties. Birding started early and in a



few hours we had seen Great Xenops, Northern Silvery Cheeked Antshrike,
Barred (caatinga) Antshrike, Red Shouldered Spinetail, Ultramarine
Grossbeak, White Browed Antpitta, White Crested Elaenia, Greenish Elaenia,
Caatinga Antwren, Ruby Topaz hummingbird, Cactus Parakeet, Fulvous
Crowned Scrub-Tyrant, Grey Eyed Greenlet, Plain Breasted Ground Dove,
Masked Duck, Caatinga Puffbird, Greater Wagtail Tyrant, Least Nighthawk,
Southern Scrub Flycatcher, Stripe Backed Antbird, White Naped Jay and Broad
Tipped Hermit.

Pygmy Nightjar - John Fuller

The following day we drove south to the state of Bahia, where our first stop
was in Canudos. On the way we did some random stops and we had great
views of the shy Ochre-cheeked Spinetail and Pale Bellied tyrant Manakin. At
our lunch stop we also picked up Orange fronted yellow finch. Arriving in
Canudos we had enough time to check the Blue-winged Macaws roost areas
and Suiriri Flycatcher (Bahia ssp). The end of the day was notable for
incredible views of Stripe- Breasted Star-throat, Bahia Wagtail Tyrant, Blue
Crowned Parakeets, Cactus Parakeet, Broad tipped Hermit, Red Shouldered
Spinetail, Tropical Gnatcatcher and Glittering Bellied Emerald.

Still in Canudos, we left very early to the Lear’s Macaw cliffs. We spent more
than an hour watching Lear’s Macaw at the sandstone wall faces where Cliff
Flycatchers, Blue Crowned Parakeets and Blue Fronted Amazon also offered
great views and photographic opportunities. After a late breakfast we headed
to Chapada Diamantina National Park, a long drive but with a single successful
stop for the Vulnerable and endemic Pectoral Antwren along the way!

The next day we had a full day exploring many birding tracks within the
National Park. We went straight to the Sao Francisco Sparrow area, but
unfortunately it didn’t show up. After looking for the Sparrow we went to the
Ponem trail a beautiful area near Pai Inacio Mountain where we had Rufous
winged Antshrike, Sincora Antwren, Pale throated Pampa Finch, Velvety Black



Tyrant and the range restricted Hooded Visorbearer. After lunch at Pousada
Pai Inacio, we headed back to Lencois where we targeted the Helmeted
Manakin, Blue Backed Manakin and Pale Bellied tyrant Manakin, all seen very
well!

Lear's Macaw - John Fuller

The next day a long but enjoyable drive with many birding stops across the
western side of the National Park towards the city of Mucuge, this provided
great views of many targets and new birds for the trip including a second
attempt for Sao Francisco Sparrow which thankfully gave us great views for
a few minutes. This day we drove on dirt roads through some beautiful
scenery crossing a great diversity of habitats within the Cerrado and Caatinga
woodlands. The main highlights were: Horned Sungem, Rufous-sided Scrub
Tyrant, White-eared Puff-bird, White Banded Tanager (shrike-like Tanager),
Collared Crescentchest, Blue Finch, Stripe-Tailed Yellow Finch, Plumbeous
Seed-Eater, Copper Seed-Eater, Red Legged Seriema, Narrow-Billed Antwren,
Hang Nest Tody-tyrant, Grey Eyed Greenlet and the rare Grey-backed Tachuri.
We spent the night at Pousada Mucuge.

Day number 9 started early and successfully, with everyone having amazing
views of Diamantina Tapaculo! As we had another long drive to Boa Nova we
prioritized time to be spent in some scattered locations near Pocoes looking
for the rare Wieds Tyrant Manakin and Bahia Tyrannulet. After a great job by
our driver Reginaldo Avila we finally arrived at the tyrant Manakin site after
having lunch very close to Vitoria da Conquista. In less than five minutes
inside the forest the Tyrant Manakin showed up in the open and we all had
superb views and photos. Back on the bus and another hour or so, we got
Bahia Tyrannulet in a very difficult and steep dirt road where the car couldn’t
reach, so we walked towards the forest for a few minutes. There, we had two
Bahia Tyrannulets and a few others good species including Crescent-Chested
Puffbird, White Throated Woodcreeper, Blue Manakin, Grey Hooded Attila and



Southern Tropical Pewee. The sun was setting magically behind the mountains
of Pogoes as we headed towards Boa Nova.

Sincora Antwren - John Fuller

Our first morning in Boa Nova we went birding the wet forest along the road
at the hotspot called Mata do Charme. An incredible number of species were
seen this morning, including some of the most wanted targets. We had great
views of the sculking and rare Rio De Janeiro Antbird, Bahia Spinetail, Striated
Softtail, Black Billed Scythebill, White Collared Foliage-gleaner, Pallid
Spinetail, Green Backed Becard, Gilt-Edged Tanager, Long Tailed Tyrant,
White Shouldered Fire-eye, Streak-Capped Antwren, White-eyed Foliage-
gleaner, Golden-Capped Parakeet, Spot Breasted Antvireo, Plain winged
Woodcreeper, Pin-Tailed Manakin, Scale Throated Hermit, Brazilian Tanager,
Rufous Headed Tanager and many others.

In the evening we went for some birding at the dry forest (Mata de Cipd),
home of the range restricted and endangered Slender Antbird. It didn't take
long to locate our first Slender Antbird and we all had superb views and
photos at very close range! Back in the car we headed back to the wet forest
but this time at Mata do Ingles, there we heard Southern White Fringed
Antwren and a Grey Capped Tyrannulet in the scope!

The following day we decided to go Back to Pogbes for our last Purpletuft
attempt at Mata do Arrepio. A short but very active birding track towards the
dry forest gave us some great views of Narrow-billed Woodcreeper, Scaled
Woodcreeper, Sooty Grassquit , a pair of Crane Hawks and at the last moment
the Buff-Throated Purpletuft showed up sitting at the very top of a leafless
tree making everybody super happy, what a great start to the day! From
there, we drove down south along the Serra do Amolar planning our second
stop near Itaju da Colonia where we had incredible views of the stunning,
rare and endemic Scalloped Antbird. At the same location we also had White-



Fringed Antwren, Slender Antbird and Minute Hermit (very rare in the state
of Bahia).

Back on the minibus we drove towards Ilheus stopping for lunch and birding
near Banco da Vitoria. Driving through some Cocoa plantations, it didn’t take
long for us to hear the calls of the endangered and locally endemic Golden-
headed Lion-Tamarin and we managed to have excellent views and photos of
a family group of at least 7 individuals. At the same spot we started to see
some lowland Atlantic forest birds that included Green-headed Tanager,
Golden-spangled Piculet, Least Pygmy-Owl, Brazilian Tanager, Black-Capped
Becard, Red-Stained Woodpecker, Lesser Swallow-Tailed Swift, Grey Rumped
Swift and Chestnut Backed Antshrike. An hour and half drive later we arrived
in Itacaré, another birding hotspot in one of the richest forests for number of
tree species in the world! We spent the night at Barcaga Pousada where they
served us a great breakfast at 5 o’clock.

After coffee, we headed off to some great forest near Quitungo to look for
some special and rare targets. In the morning we had great success seeing
very well the ultra-shy and endangered Bahia Tapaculo, plus Kinglet Manakin,
Red-Headed Manakin, Long-billed Gnatwren, Black-Necked Aracari, Opal-
rumped Tanager (silver-breasted), Eared-Pygmy Tyrant, Channel-billed
Toucan (ariel), Band-Tailed Antwren, Black-cheeked Gnateater, White-winged
Cotinga, Scaled antbird, Screaming Piha, Green Backed Trogon, Lesser
Woodcreeper, White-eyed Foliage Gleaner, Blond Crested Woodpecker,
Sooretama Slaty Antshrike, Cinerous Antshrike, Streak-Capped Antwren and
heard Bare-throated Bellbird.

Golden-headed Lion Tamarin - John Fuller

Unfortunately, in the evening it was incredibly windy and bird activity
dropped, but even so we managed to get Smoke-fronted Tody-Flycatcher,
Bahia Antwren and by the Itacare mangroves we had Plain-bellied Emerald,
Tropical Mockingbird and Wing-banded Hornero.

The last two days of the tour had sadly arrived and as planned, we drove
south to the fantastic Serra Bonita Private Reserve. On the way along the BR
101 highway, we stopped a few times until we found the rare and very



localized endemic Pink-Legged Graveteiro. In less than half an hour, we were
birding the lowland forest at Fazenda Paris, already part of the Serra Bonita
complex. Among gigantic trees, cocoa plantations and Agai Palm trees, we
were surprised and excited by the appearance of the beautiful male Banded
Cotinga which stayed for a long time whilst it fed on palm berries. Later
another male Banded Cotinga came with a female and we all had superb
views through the scope. It was around three o’clock when a group of
Maroon-Faced Parakeets landed on a Cecropia tree where a Black-tailed Tityra
male was also seen.

After enjoying probably one the rarest birds of the trip, we started our journey
up towards the accommodation at the Serra Bonita lodge, located about 800
meters above sea level. The super steep road requires four-wheel drive cars
and on the way to the accommodations we had great looks at Magpie Tanager,
Rufous Brown Solitaire and the endemic Pale Browed Treehunter.

The next day was our last day of the trip, but unfortunately, the weather
didn’t help much with fog and heavy drizzle at the start of the trail. Despite
the weather, we took the water tank loop trail after an early breakfast and in
a few minutes, we were among a great feeding flock with Black-Billed
Scythebill, Striated Softail, Red Necked Tanagers, White-Collared Foliage-
Gleaner, Lemon-Chested Greenlet, Spot-Backed Antshrike, Atlantic-plain
Xenops, Southern-Tropical Pewee, Black-throated Grosbeak, Tropical Parula
and Plain-winged Woodcreeper, not so bad after all!

Turquoise-fronted Amazon - John Fuller

We spent some time in a newly constructed shelter that was built by the Serra
Bonita staff, we stayed for a while until the rain and mist dispersed and after
an hour or so continued walking and targeting a few missing specialties, but
the wind got stronger and the bird activity drastically decreased.
Nevertheless, we got great looks of Sharpbill, Cinnamon-Vented Piha, White-
bibbed Antbird, Ferruginous-Antbird, Fork-Tailed Pygmy-Tyrant, Large-
Headed Flatbill, Euler s Flycatcher and the shy endemic Plumbeous Antvireo.

Around 11 am, we returned to the lodge just before the heavier rain came in
and unfortunately the rest of the day turned out to be very wet, however we



did some birding near the accommodation and had Spot-Billed Toucanet, Red-
crowned Ant-Tanager, Azure-Shouldered Tanager, Cliff Flycatcher and Scale-
throated Hermit.

The next day we headed off to Ilhéus airport where we finished our amazing
North-east Brazil tour.

It had been an amazing trip with a total of 404 species of birds being
recorded!

Red-legged Seriema - John Fuller



