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DAILY ACCOUNT 

MONDAY 2ND JUNE 

It was an early start to our first tour of Minas Gerais as we all met up at the Sao Paulo 

International airport at 05.30 with our guide Leo and waited for the arrival of 2 separate 

flights to be able to begin our 11 day tour that would take us all the way from Sao Paulo 

to Serra da Canastra, Serra do Cipo and finally the Monastery at Caraca. 

By 07.30 we were heading off towards our first destination with a 3.5 hour drive to a small 

family owned farm in Mococa. Prior to arriving at the farm we stopped for a self service 

style lunch and then took the short drive to our destination of Fazenda Nova where we 

were to spend just the one night. Arriving shortly after 12.30 we unloaded our bags and 

were shown to our rooms before meeting up a while later to start birding in the grounds 

of the old farm house. 

It was a clear sunny afternoon as we started picking up our first species of the tour that 

included Crested Caracaras, Sayaca Tanager, White-crested Tyrannulet, Short-crested 

Flycatcher, Sapphire-spangled Emerald, Richard called us around the front of the building 

where he had found a Swallow-tailed Hummingbird which gave the group great views and 

shortly after 14.30 we set off for a walk into some gallery forest and open pasture. 

 

Golden-capped Parakeet 

It was a productive afternoons birding picking up just over 50 species with highlights 

including Buff-necked Ibis, Silver-beaked Tanager, White-barred Piculet, Long-tailed 

Tyrant, Peach-fronted Parakeet, Golden-capped Parakeet ( a real highlight), Narrow-billed 

Woodcreeper, Toco Toucan, Sooty-fronted Spinetail, Yellow Tyrannulet, Flavescent 

Warbler, Saffron-billed Sparrow, Hooded Tanager, Chestnut-vented Conebill, Common 

Tody-Flycatcher, Variable Antshrike, White-eyed Parakeet, Orange-headed Tanager, 



Burnished-buff Tanager and a pair of Little Woodpeckers! A great start to the tour in just 

a few hours. 

We got back to the farmhouse at 17.30 and met up again at 18.30 to complete our first 

checklist of the tour prior to a delicious home-cooked meal served in the main farmhouse. 

We retired early in preparation for a 06.00 breakfast after which we would depart to our 

next destination of Serra da Canastra. 

TUESDAY 3RD JUNE 

After an early breakfast at the Fazenda Nova Farmhouse we set off just after 06.30 for a 

4 hour drive to our next location of Serra da Canastra where we would be spending the 

next 3 nights. It was an uneventful drive with a couple of comfort breaks en-route where 

we managed to see an Aplomado Falcon, several Yellow-chevroned Parakeets, Peach-

fronted Parakeets and some Toco Toucans, arriving at Serra da Canastra at around 11.30. 

As we approached the Park, huge rain clouds were starting to build which was very strange 

as generally there is no rain at this time of year! Just as we pulled over at a local restaurant 

for lunch, the heavens opened and it poured with rain for about half an hour, perfect timing 

as just as we were finishing lunch, the rain cleared and we boarded the minibus again for 

our short drive to our hotel located in Sao Roque de Minas, which was well located right 

next door to the National Park.  

 

Peach-fronted Parakeet 

After a very swift check in procedure, we set off straight away in 4x4’s for an afternoons 

birding within the lower area of the park, with no doubt that our main target was the 

Brazilian Merganser, a very rare bird with a very restricted range and approximately just 

250 birds left in the wild. 

We set off with high hopes (although this can be a very difficult bird to find) with our local 

guide Toninho who has an excellent up to date knowledge of the Mergansers most recent 



locations. Throughout the afternoon we made several stops along the Sao Francisco river 

where the Merganser can be found. At each stop we picked up a great selection of birds 

with highlights including Black Jacobin, Stripe-breasted Starthroat, Golden-capped 

Parakeet, brief views of a Planalto Hermit, Scaled Dove, Hooded Tanager, Sooty 

Tyrannulet, Rufous-headed Tanager, Tropical Parula, Gray-headed Elaenia, Streaked 

Xenops, Plain-crested Elaenia, Ringed Kingfisher, Brown-crested Flycatcher, Green Ibis, 

Brazilian Teal, Yellow-headed Caracara, Wing-banded Hornero, Black-capped Donacobius, 

3 Red-legged Seriemas, White-rumped Monjita, a beautiful Streamer-tailed Tyrant, White 

Woodpeckers flying high overhead, Whistling Heron, Toco Toucan and for some, brief views 

of a Campo Flicker. 

 

Streamer-tailed Tyrant 

Now late afternoon and with the sun dropping fast, we made our last stop, still in search 

of the Brazilian Merganser! Thankfully we were to have two full days within the Park, so if 

we didn’t find it today, we would have further chances. 

We walked another small stretch of river and suddenly we got a whistle from our local 

guide, indicating that he had found them. We all rushed over but unfortunately by the time 

we got there they had vanished further down river…extremely frustrating! We spent a little 

longer on the same stretch, walking slowly along the river bank, scanning like mad! 

Suddenly, we heard one call and upon further scanning, finally (and thankfully) we 

managed to locate them further downriver!!! We ended up with excellent scope views of 

this great bird, truly a massive highlight of the trip! We watched them for around 10 

minutes as the light continued to fade and we had to head back to the vehicles…what a 

fantastic way to end the day.. MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!!!  

After an hours drive back to our hotel, we quickly ordered dinner and completed our 

checklist for the day! 

 



WEDNESDAY 4TH JUNE 

Ready for our first full day inside the Canastra National Park we met up for breakfast at 

05.30 and headed out in the 4x4’s towards the upper section of the park at an altitude of 

1500m.  

We had experienced heavy rain overnight but thankfully the sky was clear as we headed 

up the dirt road with the sun rising behind us. It wasn’t long until we had our first stop 

where we picked up Ruby-crowned Tanager, Planalto Hermit, Cinnamon Tanager, a real 

mega… Cinereous Warbling-Finch and a Black-throated Saltator. A little further along, our 

next stop produced American Kestrel, Rufous-fronted Thornbird, White-rumped Monjita, 

White-vented Violetear, Eared Dove and our first Gray-backed Tachuri of the trip, another 

great target bird. 

 

Cinereous Warbling Finch 

The morning continued with us driving further along the dirt road heading deeper inside 

the park with many stops along the way, we had an excellent morning with other highlights 

including Wedge-tailed Grassfinch, frustratingly quick views (for some) of a female Horned 

Sungem, Tawny-headed Swallow, great views of a small family group of Sharp-tailed 

Tyrants, another speciality, Common Tody-Flycatcher, another mega, Brasilia Tapaculo, 

Campo Flicker, Cock-tailed Tyrant, Grassland Sparrow, White-tailed Hawk, several 

Plumbeous Seedeaters, a female Purple-throated Euphonia and White-barred Piculet.  

Whilst scanning the rolling grasslands we managed to pick up one of our main mammal 

targets of the trip…a Giant Anteater and although distant, it gave excellent scope views! 

Some 30 minutes later, we picked up our second Giant Anteater of the morning, just 

brilliant! Overjoyed with our Gianr Anteater sightings we got back to birding and soon 

picked up another new species in the shape of a Small-headed Elaenia, White-eared 

Puffbird, a small flock of Yellow-rumped Marshbirds, Pale-breasted Spinetail and a Firewood 



Gatherer. We had hoped to see Campo Miner in this area but due to the lack of a freshly 

burnt areas they were particularly absent. 

It was 12.00 and time to turn around and head back for lunch. Just as we were about to 

leave, we heard a Collared Crescentchest calling, Leo gave a little playback and boom… 

the bird flew straight in and perched in front of us for around 10 minutes, even allowing 

us to put the scope on it, unbelievable and a great end to the morning! 

 

Collared Crescentchest 

Having had such a great lunch yesterday, we returned to the same restaurant for todays 

lunch, finishing just after 13.30, this was followed by a break until 15.00 when we met up 

again and headed off back into the Park. We were to stay out for the remainder of the 

afternoon and into the evening to look for Giant Armadillo, an extremely rare and difficult 

mammal to find. 

We drove for around an hour with several stops along the way picking up some great birds 

including Crested Black-Tyrant, Hooded Sisken, Yellow-rumped Marshbird, Grass Wren, 

Tawny-headed Swallow and a Black-masked Finch. 

Further along the track we “stumbled” upon another Giant Anteater, but this time right by 

the side of the road. We all got out of our respective 4x4’s and kept a respectable distance 

as we watched this fascinating mammal walking through the undergrowth. Suddenly it 

turned and walked straight across the road in front of us…just amazing! 

We continued our drive deep inside the Park with some of the group seeing a Spotted 

Nothura fly across the road and as the sun started to drop, we turned our attention towards 

looking for the Giant Armadillo. Our local guide had spent the last week searching for any 

evidence of this rare mammal and had marked several locations where he had found 

Armadillo holes. We stopped at each hole and checked to see if there had been any recent 

activity but unfortunately there was none. We did however pick up good views of a female 



Sickle-winged Nightjar in the same location! It was a shame not to have seen the Giant 

Armadillo, but it is a seriously rare and shy mammal.  

 

Sickle-winged Nightjar 

 

Giant Anteater, a real highlight for everyone 

 

We had our packed “dinner” and started the long drive back along the bumpy track back 

towards the hotel. Feeling pretty tired and after a very productive day we arrived back at 



the hotel at 21.00 and retired for the night to recharge ready for another busy day of 

birding the following morning. 

THURSDAY 5TH JUNE 

A beautiful morning as we met up for breakfast at 05.30. We set off just after 06.00 and 

took a drive of around 20 minutes to an area that had a good mix of Cerrado habitat. A 

couple of stops en-route produced Planalto Tyrannulet, Toco Toucan, Scaly-headed Parrot, 

Creamy-bellied Thrush, Pileated Finch, Golden-capped Parakeet, White-eyed Parakeet and 

a couple of Pale-breasted Thrushes. 

We arrived at the trail head and set off for a couple of hours down towards the river, 

walking through some nice gallery forest. It was a very productive morning where we 

picked up several new species and also had better views of species we had seen before, 

these included Southern Antpipit, Black-capped Antwren, a female Fork-tailed 

Woodnymph, Glittering-bellied Emerald, at least 3 Helmeted Manakins, Variable Antshrike, 

Rufous Gnateater, White-lined Tanager, Flavescent Warbler, Streaked Xenops, Pin-tailed 

Manakin, Yellow-olive Flatbill, Fuscous Flycatcher, White-bearded Manakin, Blond-crested 

Woodpecker, Euler’s Flycatcher and a Green-winged Saltator. 

 

Helmeted Manakin 

We turned back on ourselves and headed back towards the car park stopping at a great 

little hide by a feeder on the way, it again was a very productive 30 minutes where we 

picked up Duboi’s Seedeater, Scaled Dove, Blue-black Grassquit, Green-winged Saltator, 

Burnished-buff Tanager, Ruby-crowned Tanager, Bran-coloured Flycatcher, Gilt-edged 

Tanager, Cinnamon Tanager, Gray-fronted Dove and just by the cars we saw a Variable 

Oriole and a Green-barred Woodpecker. 



 

Gilt-edged Tanager 

We took the 20 minute drive back to the hotel and after a short break headed off to the 

same little restaurant for lunch. We met up again at 14.00 and headed off back to the spot 

where we had seen the Brazilian Mergansers on Tuesday as we wanted to try and have 

better and closer views. On the way, we stopped and had good views of a large flock of 

Golden-capped Parakeets, Chopi Blackbird, Vermilion Flycatcher, White-rumped Monjita, 

Crested Oropendola, Rufous-tailed Jacamar, White-barred Piculet and a male Surucua 

Trogon among some other commoner species. 

An hour later we arrived at the Merganser spot having stopped for a coffee along the way 

and headed down to the river. Unfortunately, there was no sign of the birds so we walked 

the river bank downstream. Our local guide who had stayed in a certain spot called through 

on the radio to say that a pair had just flown passed him, we got to an open stretch of 

water and started to scan… bingo, there they were! We continued on down, picking up 

good views of a male Swallow Tanager on the way and finally found a spot that gave us 

the most amazing views of this rare bird (see front cover), simply incredible! 

Overjoyed, we made our way back to our 4x4’s and took a 30 minute drive to a spot where 

we hoped to see Maned Wolf. Whilst waiting we picked up good views of 2 Crab-eating 

Foxes. We waited another 30 minutes but with the presence of the foxes and 2 local dogs, 

chances of the Wolf coming through were incredibly slim so we took the 40 minute drive 

back to the hotel, dropped our equipment in our rooms and headed out for dinner, after 

which we completed our 2 days worth of checklists. Another very enjoyable and successful 

day! 



 

Surucua Trogon 

 

FRIDAY 6TH JUNE 

After some excellent days spent at Serra da Canastra, today was departure day and time 

to move onto Serra da Cipo, some 6 hours drive away. Prior to departure, we met up at 

06.00 and took a short drive from the hotel and spent the next 1.5 hours walking a track 

through some Cerrado. Prior to the sun rising there was little bird activity but slowly things 

started to wake up. First up was good scope views of an Aplomado Falcon followed by a 

Rufous Hornero. A couple of Southern Beardless Tyrannulets showed well followed by 

Rufous-fronted Thornbird, Pileated Finch and distantly and briefly a couple of Yellow-faced 

Parrots perched but unfortunately didn’t stay long enough for the whole group to see. 

A large flock of Golden-capped Parakeets flew overhead followed by a distant Crane Hawk 

and after hearing many Red-legged Seriema’s we finally picked up a pair in the scope. A 

pair of Scaly-headed Parrots flew over high but with the sun behind us we had good views 

of their grey heads and red vents! 

We enjoyed watching a group of Curl-crested Jays move through the nearby trees and 

picked up several other commoner species before heading back to the hotel and having a 

good breakfast before departing for the journey head. 

With a couple of stops en-route for lunch, toilets, coffee and a Turquoise-fronted Amazon 

we arrived at our lovely hotel in Serra do Cipo at 17.30, checked in and went to our rooms. 

We met up again at 18.30 to complete our checklist and were then served a selection of 

delicious soups before retiring for the evening to prepare ourselves for a full on days birding 

tomorrow. 

 

 



SATURDAY 7TH JUNE 

Our first full day in Serra do Cipo saw us meeting up for breakfast at 05.00 before setting 

off at 05.30 for a 45 minute drive to Lapinha da Serra where we would spend the morning 

birding. The scenery in Serra do Cipo is simply stunning which makes the birding even 

more enjoyable!  

On the way we had a short stop to go for some Cerrado targets and ended up having an 

incredibly productive hour and a halfs birding. It was pretty much non-stop activity and we 

managed to pick up many of the days targets within a very short period of time! Highlights 

included Swallow Tanager, White-vented Violetear, Glittering-bellied Emerald, Cinnamon 

Tanager, much better views of Cinereous Warbling-Finch, Amethyst Woodstar, Swallow-

tailed Hummingbird, the most amazing views of a male Blue Finch, White-rumped Tanager 

doing their classic duet display, Checkered Woodpecker, Grassland Sparrow, Suiriri 

Flycatcher and a pair of White-banded (or Shrike-like) Tanagers, a brilliant start to the 

day! 

 

Blue Finch 

We drove until we reached Lapinha da Serra where we took a walk for an hour and a half. 

Once again, it was very productive as we picked up some great species that included Wing-

banded Hornero, Crested Black-Tyrant, Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture, Mouse-coloured 

Tyrannulet, Common Tody-Flycatcher, Brazilian Teal, Firewood Gatherer, several Pantanal 

Snipe, Campo Troupial, Orange-headed Tanager and a pair of Masked (or Southern) 

Yellowthroats. 

We arrived back at the minibus and took a short 20 minute drive to another spot where 

we were to try for Cipo Canestero, but unfortunately, although we heard the bird (together 

with Cipo (or Long-tailed) Cincloides, neither would show themselves, which was a little 



frustrating. We did however manage to pick up some Guira Cuckoos, White Woodpecker 

and a couple of Stripe-tailed Yellow Finches, another target of the tour. 

With quite high temperatures bird activity had slowed right down, so we headed back to 

Lapinha da Serra and had a wonderful lunch at a small local restaurant, followed by coffee. 

After lunch we returned to the the spot where we had seen the Stripe-tailed Yellow Finches 

to try once again for the Canastero and the Cincloides. The Canastero once again 

responded well to playback but refused to show itself, we did however get good views of 

White-vented Violetear, a real mega; Diamantina Sabrewing, Yellow-rumped Marshbird, 

Long-tailed Reedfinch and great views for some of the group of a male Hyacinth 

Visorbearer!  

 

White-rumped Tanager 

It was just after 17.00 as we departed back to the hotel, arriving at 18.00. We met up 

again at 19.00 to complete our daily checklist which was followed shortly afterwards by 

dinner. 

SUNDAY 8TH JUNE 

Another full day in Serra do Cipo saw us heading off for a short drive before we would 

dedicate the morning looking for Cipo Canastero, always a difficult bird but we had high 

hopes. 

We arrived at our first site for the bird and used some playback without any response, we 

did however see a Glittering-bellied Emerald, a couple of White-vented Violetears, Rufous-

winged Antshrike, some of the group had another view of Gray-backed Tachuri, Cinnamon 

Tanager and a couple of Long-tailed Reedfinches. We stopped at several sites throughout 



the morning, walking to rocky outcrops and using playback to try and find the bird, but 

alas, it wasn’t meant to be. 

 

White-vented Violetear 

We arrived back at our hotel and lunch was served at 12.00, followed by a break until 

15.00 as it was quite warm and out in the Cerrado it would have been incredibly quiet. 

 

Pearly-vented Pygmy Tyrant 

 



By 15.30 we had arrived at a good stretch of dry forest where we would spend the 

remainder of the afternoon birding through to some more Cerrado habitat. 

It was an incredibly productive afternoons birding picking up some great birds with a good 

number of new species for the trip, highlights included Red-crested Finch, close up Red-

legged Seriema, Gray-eyed Greenlet, a female Helmeted Manakin, Ferruginous Pygmy Owl 

that then turned into our star performer as it attracted many other species that continued 

to mob it for the next 30 minutes. The birds kept coming and included Green-winged 

Saltator, Rufous-headed Tanager, Gray-headed Tanager, Rufous Casiornis (for some), 

Variable Antshrike, Pin-tailed Manakin, Black-capped Antwren, a real mega in the shape of 

a Silvery-cheeked Antshrike, Pale-bellied Tyrant-Manakin, a male Stripe-breasted 

Starthroat, Crested Black-Tyrant, White-banded Tanager, Duboi’s Seedeater, Peach-

fronted Parakeet, a cute little Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Grassland Sparrow and our 

second Blue Finch of the tour. 

With the sun setting rapidly, we set off back to the hotel arriving at 18.00, meeting up 

again for the checklist at 19.00 followed by dinner. 

 

Red-legged Seriema 

 

MONDAY 9TH JUNE 

After an early breakfast we took a drive of 25 minutes to make the most of some early 

morning birding before setting off to our final destination of the tour, the Caraca Monastery. 

Our first stop was to try once again for the Cipo Canastero but after 30 minutes of trying 

we had to unfortunately give up, but we did however get brief views of a female Horned 

Sungem, which was a good bonus! 



We turned around and drove back for 10 minutes, taking a dirt track down into some 

quality Cerrado habitat, our main target here was male Horned Sungem. We walked along 

the track for some 20 minutes picking up Swallow-tailed Hummingbird, Plain-crested 

Elaenia, Glittering-bellied Emerald, Burnished-buff Tanager, our best views yet of a White-

vented Violetear, Amethyst Woodstar, Cinnamon Tanager and then suddenly, with Leo 

using some playback for the Sungem, a beautiful male Horned Sungem appeared smack 

bang in front of us, even perching on the wire fence giving the most AMAZING views you 

could wish for! All incredibly delighted at having such great views of this Cerrado mega 

bird we headed back towards the minibus, Leo then heard a Rusty-backed Antwren and 

after a little playback we had great views of both male and female birds. Our last bird of 

the morning was a Black-throated Saltator which also gave great views. 

 

Horned Sungem 

We set off back to the hotel to pick up our luggage and use the bathrooms before setting 

off to Caraca, a journey of around 3 hours. 

We had a good lunch stop en-route and arrived at the Caraca Monastery at 14.30 having 

picked up our local guide Marcelo at the entrance to the park.  The location of the Monastery 

is simply breathtaking, nestled in a valley surrounded by a Cerrado and Atlantic forest 

transition of habitats. We quickly checked in and a short while later we met up to do some 

birding around the Monastery grounds. We had a productive couple of hours picking up a 

good selection of new species and seeing several species that we had already seen. 

Highlights included Crescent-chested Puffbird, White-bibbed Antbird, Rufous-fronted 

Thornbird, Dusky-legged Guan, Ochre-rumped Antbird, Velvety-black Tyrant, Serra 

Antwren, Magpie Tanager, Pallid Spinetail, Rufous Gnateater, Violet-capped Woodnymph, 

Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet and a Long-tailed Tyrant. 

We had a short break before dinner was served at 18.30 and then headed out to the 

entrance of the Monastery, took our seats and waited in hope that the Maned Wolf would 

appear. The Maned Wolves have been visiting and feeding at the Monastery for many years 



and during this time several generations of Wolves have learned to come and feed at the 

Monastery. The amount of food offered each night is carefully controlled in order to ensure 

that the Wolves still have to hunt and do not become dependant on the food offered. 

We were told that the female wolf was pregnant and it’s likely that she was soon to give 

birth which is obviously great news, but, if this was the case and she was giving birth or 

had recently given birth, then unfortunately neither of the wolves would come to feed at 

the Monastery. However, not knowing either way, we decided to sit it out and hope for the 

best. 

At around 21.30 we had a couple of visits from a Crab-eating Fox who cautiously came in, 

grabbed some food and then swiftly departed. We also had a Band-winged Nightjar calling 

overhead during the latter part of the evening. 

We were lucky enough to have radio contact with the night staff at the Monastery and 

come 22.00 the majority of us decided to retire, knowing that should one of the wolves 

turn up, we would be told and we could then wake the group up to come out. 

 

Rusty-backed Antwren 

TUESDAY 10TH JUNE 

Our last full day of the tour was upon us, time had just flown by and we were to spend a 

full day birding the forest at Caraca. We met up for some pre-breakfast birding at 06.00, 

it was still pretty dark as we stood by the pond trying to call in the Blackish Rail. 

We took one of the trails that lead us through to some nice forest/Cerrado habitat and 

were soon getting good views of a Large-tailed Antshrike, a great Atlantic Forest endemic, 

this was followed shortly afterwards by a Dusky-tailed Antbird and amazingly, a Rock 

Tapaculo…a brilliant start to the day! Shortly afterwards we used some playback to call in 



a Serra Antwren which showed well and was a catch up bird for those that had missed it 

the day before. Next up was a beautiful male Blue Manakin followed by a Magpie Tanager.  

At 07.30 we headed back to the Monastery for breakfast which turned out to be quite an 

experience. They have a large fogao a lenha (wooden stove) with a large sheet of metal 

over it that everyone cooks their own eggs and bacon on, this is served together with lots 

of fresh fruit, juices, cakes, bread rolls and of course, great coffee! 

 

Large-tailed Antshrike 

After breakfast we set off for a mornings walk and what a productive morning it turned out 

to be. Highlights were many and included Rusty-margined Flycatcher, White-browed 

Warbler, Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper, Rufous-capped Spinetail, Gray-hooded Flycatcher, 

Eared Pygmy-Tyrant, Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher, Velvety Black-Tyrant, Small-headed 

Elaenia, Serra do Mar Tyrant-Manakin, brief views of a Robust Woodpecker for some, better 

views of Dusky-tailed Antbird, Grey-bellied Spinetail, another much better view of a female 

Rock Tapaculo, Sibilant Sirystes, Glittering-bellied Emerald, a couple of Rufous-thighed 

Kites, Hangnest Tody-Tyrant, Spix’s Spinetail and a couple of Slaty-breasted Wood-Rails, 

what a morning!! 

We returned in time for lunch at 12.30 which was followed by a break before we headed 

off back into the forest in search of Hyacinth Visorbearer. It wasn’t long before we got 

lucky and a male flew through at speed before feeding on a nearby flower and then 

amazingly perched pretty close in front of us, giving the most incredible views before flying 

around and feeding again, we ended up watching the same bird for over 15 minutes, such 

a star bird! On our way back to the minibus we picked up great views of a Greenish 

Schiffornis, another great Atlantic Forest endemic! 

With our Visorbearer mission complete we took another trail into the forest and although 

getting late in the afternoon we managed to pick up another great bird in the form of a 

Pale-throated Pampa Finch (Serra Finch), a great end to a stunning days birding. We 

arrived back at the Monastery at 17.30 and waited for the light to fall enough to try to call 



in a Rusty-barred Owl and although it responded several times, unfortunately, it refused 

to come in. 

 

Hyacinth Visorbearer 

Dinner was served at 18.30 and by 19.15 we were once again sitting outside with our 

fingers crossed that the Maned Wolf would put in an appearance. 

We waited until 21.30 and retired for the evening, once again having radio contact with 

the night staff should the wolf turn up. 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE 

It was an early start as we had a knock on the door at 04.30 to say that one of the Maned 

Wolves had come to feed! I left my room at great speed, hopping along as I put my trainers 

on and headed to everyone’s room to wake them up, then rushed over to the feeding area. 

Upon arrival there was a female wolf, just finishing the tray of food that she had consumed 

in under 7 minutes, considering she hadn’t visited for 5 days and had just given birth, she 

must have been incredibly hungry. She soon turned around and headed off back down the 

stairs in front of the Monastery and headed off into the darkness. Unfortunately, she didn’t 

stay around long enough for everyone to see. It’s such a shame she ate so fast, they 

usually stay for around 20 minutes which would have been sufficient time, but nature is 

nature. 

We waited around until 05.30 and as the morning got slowly lighter, it was clear that she 

wasn’t going to come back. As planned, we then met up for some pre-breakfast birding at 

06.00. It was a productive hour and a half with us picking up Ferruginous Pygmy Owl, 

Velvety Black-Tyrant, Robust Woodpecker (for some), White-throated Hummingbird, 

Ochre-rumped Antbird, Amethyst Woodstar, Violet-capped Woodnymph, White-shouldered 

Fire-eye, Black-goggled Tanager, Rufous-thighed Kite, Toco Toucan and a Cliff Flycatcher. 



It was 07.30 when we arrived back at the Monastery for a hearty breakfast and then set 

off once again for a few hours birding before we had to check out. 

Once again, a productive few hours picking up Gilt-edged Tanager, Brassy-breasted 

Tanager, Burnished-buff Tanager, Blue-naped Chlorophonia, Scaled Woodcreeper, Buff-

fronted Foliage-gleaner, Blue Manakin, Swallow Tanager, Shear-tailed Grey-Tyrant, 

Hangnest Tody-Tyrant, Grey-hooded Flycatcher, Ruby-crowned Tanager, White-

shouldered Fire-eye and a White-browed Warbler! 

 

Maned Wolf making a rapid departure down the Monastery steps (photo by Paula Padrao Fonseca) 

We arrived back at the Monastery at 11.00 and had an hour to sort ourselves out and pack 

before meeting up at 12.00 to complete our final checklist of the tour. Lunch was once 

again served at 12.30 and by 13.30 we had our bags packed onto the minibus and were 

making our way back towards the airport in Belo Horizonte for our flights home. 

We arrived at the airport in good time and checked in for our flights. 



It been a great inaugural tour and we had seen some wonderful birds, wildlife and scenery! 

In total we had seen 239 species of birds with a further 21 species heard only. We offer 

many thanks to our local guide Leo whose expert knowledge and great company was 

amazing and much appreciated and to our driver Paulo who had driven us safely throughout 

the tour. 

Full species list below: 

H – heard only 

X – more than 8 seen 

 

Common name 

 

Scientific name 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 

Brown Tinamou Crypturellus obsoletus 
       

H 
  

Red-winged Tinamou Rhynchotus rufescens 
  

H 
       

Spotted Nothura Nothura maculosa 
  

2 
       

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 
 

6 
 

2 
      

Brazilian Teal  Amazonetta brasiliensis 
 

2 
   

X 
    

Brazilian Merganser Mergus octosetaceus 
 

2 
 

2 
      

Dusky-legged Guan  Penelope obscura 
  

2 
    

X X X 

Sickle-winged Nightjar Eleothreptus anomalus 
  

2 
       

Band-winged Nightjar Systellura longirostris 
       

H 
  

Great Dusky Swift Cypseloides senex 
      

X 
   

Black Jacobin Florisuga fusca 
 

1 
        

Planalto Hermit  Phaethornis pretrei 
 

1 2 1 1 1 
 

1 
  

Scale-throated Hermit Phaethornis eurynome 
         

H 

Hyacinth Visorbearer Augastes scutatus 
     

1 
  

2 
 

White-vented Violetear Colibri serrirostris 
  

2 H 
 

2 2 2 
  

Horned Sungem Heliactin bilophus 
  

1 
    

2 
  

Stripe-breasted Starthroat  Heliomaster squamosus 
 

1 
    

1 
   

Amethyst Woodstar Calliphlox amethystina 
     

1 
 

1 
 

1 

Glittering-bellied Emerald Chlorostilbon lucidus 
   

1 
  

2 2 2 1 

Diamantina Sabrewing Campylopterus 

diamantinensis 

     
1 

    

Fork-tailed Woodnymph  Thalurania furcata 
   

1 
      

Violet-capped Woodnymph Thalurania glaucopis 
       

1 1 3 

Swallow-tailed Hummingbird  Eupetomena macroura 1 
  

1 1 2 1 2 
  

White-throated Hummingbird Leucochloris albicollis 
         

1 

Sapphire-spangled Emerald Chionomesa lactea 1 1 
        

Guira Cuckoo Guira guira 
     

6 
    

Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani 3 2 
        

Squirrel Cuckoo Piaya cayana 1 1 
      

1 
 

Feral Rock Dove  Columba livia X X 
 

X X 
     

Picazuro Pigeon Patagioenas picazuro 4 X 2 X X X X X 2 X 

Pale-vented Pigeon Patagioenas cayennensis 4 
   

1 
     

Scaled Dove Columbina squammata 
 

1 2 8 2 2 1 
   

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti 5 X 2 X X X 4 
   

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi 
   

1 
      

Grey-fronted Dove Leptotila rufaxilla H 1 
 

1 
      

Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata 1 
 

2 
       



Blackish Rail Pardirallus nigricans 
       

H H 
 

Grey-cowled Wood Rail Aramides cajaneus 
  

H 1 
      

Slaty-breasted Wood Rail  Aramides saracura 1 
       

2 
 

Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis 2 4 
 

4 2 4 4 
   

Pantanal Snipe Gallinago paraguaiae 
     

7 
    

Neotropic Cormorant Nannopterum brasilianum 1 
         

Buff-necked Ibis Theristicus caudatus 2 
  

H H 
     

Green Ibis Mesembrinibis cayennensis 
 

2 
        

Bare-faced Ibis Phimosus infuscatus 
    

2 
     

Whistling Heron Syrigma sibilatrix 
 

4 
        

Great Egret Ardea alba 1 
    

1 
    

Western Cattle Egret Ardea ibis 
 

X 
  

X 
     

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa 
      

1 
   

Black Vulture Coragyps atratus X X 
 

X X X X X X 
 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura 1 2 
 

1 
 

X 2 
 

4 
 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus 
     

7 
    

Rufous-thighed Kite Harpagus diodon 
        

2 1 

Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens 
    

1 
     

Savanna Hawk Buteogallus meridionalis 
 

1 
 

1 
      

Roadside Hawk Rupornis magnirostris H 1 1 1 
      

White-tailed Hawk Geranoaetus albicaudatus 
  

2 
       

Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle Geranoaetus melanoleucus 
     

1 
    

Burrowing Owl Athene cunicularia 
  

4 
       

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum 
      

1 
  

1 

Rusty-barred Owl Strix hylophila 
        

H 
 

Surucua Trogon  Trogon surrucura 
   

1 
      

Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana 
 

1 
        

Ringed Kingfisher Megaceryle torquata 
 

1 
   

1 
    

Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda H 
  

1 
      

White-eared Puffbird Nystalus chacuru 
  

2 
  

2 
 

2 
  

Crescent-chested Puffbird Malacoptila striata 
       

1 
  

Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco 1 4 2 3 1 
 

H 
  

2 

Red-breasted Toucan  Ramphastos dicolorus 
 

1 
 

1 H 
     

White-barred Piculet Picumnus cirratus 1 1 1 1 
     

H 

White Woodpecker Melanerpes candidus 
 

6 
   

3 H 3 
  

Little Woodpecker Veniliornis passerinus 2 
         

Yellow-eared Woodpecker Veniliornis maculifrons 
         

H 

Checkered Woodpecker Veniliornis mixtus 
     

2 
    

Golden-green Woodpecker Piculus chrysochloros 
     

H 
    

Green-barred Woodpecker Colaptes melanochloros 
   

1 
      

Campo Flicker Colaptes campestris 
 

1 6 1 H 6 3 2 
  

Blond-crested Woodpecker Celeus flavescens 
   

1 
      

Robust Woodpecker Campephilus robustus 
        

1 1 

Red-legged Seriema Cariama cristata 2 3 
 

H 6 2 8 
   

Crested Caracara Caracara plancus X X 3 X 3 6 5 2 4 4 

Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima 
 

4 
 

1 1 4 2 1 3 
 

Laughing Falcon Herpetotheres cachinnans 
     

H 
    

American Kestrel Falco sparverius 
  

2 
       

Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis 
 

1 
 

1 1 
     



Yellow-chevroned Parakeet Brotogeris chiriri 6 X 
 

X 6 
 

H 2 
  

Scaly-headed Parrot Pionus maximiliani 
   

2 4 
     

Turquoise-fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva 
     

1 
    

Yellow-faced Parrot Alipiopsitta xanthops 
    

4 
     

Cobalt-rumped Parrotlet Forpus xanthopterygius 
    

2 
     

Peach-fronted Parakeet Eupsittula aurea 4 X 2 2 2 6 5 2 
  

Golden-capped Parakeet Aratinga auricapillus 7 5 
 

X X 
     

White-eyed Parakeet Psittacara leucophthalmus 4 
  

X 2 
     

Olivaceous Woodcreeper Sittasomus griseicapillus 
       

H 3 1 

Narrow-billed Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes angustirostris 2 
  

1 
      

Scaled Woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes squamatus 
         

1 

Streaked Xenops Xenops rutilans 
 

1 
 

1 
    

1 
 

Band-tailed Hornero Furnarius figulus 
 

2 
   

2 
    

Rufous Hornero Furnarius rufus 
    

1 4 
    

Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper Lochmias nematura 
 

H 
 

1 
    

1 H 

Long-tailed Cinclodes Cinclodes pabsti  
     

H 
    

Buff-browed Foliage-gleaner Syndactyla rufosuperciliata 
        

H H 

Buff-fronted Foliage-gleaner Dendroma rufa 
         

1 

Rufous-fronted Thornbird Phacellodomus rufifrons 
  

4 
 

2 4 
 

6 H 
 

Orange-eyed Thornbird Phacellodomus 

erythrophthalmus 

        
H 

 

Cipo Canastero Asthenes luizae 
     

H 
    

Firewood-gatherer Anumbius annumbi 
  

1 
  

3 
    

Pallid Spinetail Cranioleuca pallida 
       

1 1 
 

Grey-bellied Spinetail Synallaxis cinerascens 
        

2 
 

Rufous-capped Spinetail  Synallaxis ruficapilla 
        

2 
 

Spix's Spinetail  Synallaxis spixi 
        

2 
 

Pale-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis albescens 
  

1 
       

Sooty-fronted Spinetail Synallaxis frontalis 1 
   

H 
  

H 
  

Serra Antwren Formicivora serrana 
       

2 1 
 

Rufous-backed Antwren Epinecrophylla haematonota 
       

3 
  

Silvery-cheeked Antshrike Sakesphoroides cristatus 
      

1 
   

Black-capped Antwren Herpsilochmus atricapillus 
   

1 
  

1 
 

H H 

Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis 
   

H 
      

Variable Antshrike Thamnophilus caerulescens 2 
  

1 
  

1 H H 
 

Rufous-winged Antshrike  Thamnophilus torquatus 
      

2 
   

Great Antshrike Taraba major 
   

H 
      

Large-tailed Antshrike Mackenziaena leachii 
        

1 
 

Ochre-rumped Antbird Drymophila ochropyga 
       

1 H 1 

Dusky-tailed Antbird Drymophila malura 
        

1 H 

White-bibbed Antbird Myrmoderus loricatus 
       

1 
  

White-shouldered Fire-eye Pyriglena leucoptera 
       

H H 4 

Rufous Gnateater Conopophaga lineata 
   

1 
   

1 
  

White-breasted Tapaculo Eleoscytalopus indigoticus 
        

H 
 

Brasilia Tapaculo Scytalopus novacapitalis 
  

1 
       

Rock Tapaculo Scytalopus petrophilus 
        

2 
 

Collared Crescentchest Melanopareia torquata 
  

1 
       

Mouse-coloured Tyrannulet Nesotriccus murinus 
     

1 2 
   

Yellow Tyrannulet Capsiempis flaveola 2 
       

H 
 

Planalto Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias fasciatus 
   

2 
  

2 1 
  



Grey-headed Elaenia Myiopagis caniceps 
 

1 
        

Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster 2 
 

1 
 

H 
 

1 1 
  

Plain-crested Elaenia Elaenia cristata 
 

1 
   

2 4 6 
  

Lesser Elaenia Elaenia chiriquensis 
       

1 1 
 

Small-headed Elaenia Elaenia sordida 
  

1 
     

4 
 

Southern Beardless Tyrannulet Camptostoma obsoletum 1 
 

H 
 

2 2 2 1 
  

Sooty Tyrannulet Serpophaga nigricans 
 

3 
 

1 
      

White-crested Tyrannulet Serpophaga subcristata 1 
         

Grey-backed Tachuri Polystictus superciliaris 
  

5 
       

Southern Antpipit Corythopis delalandi 
   

1 
      

Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet Phylloscartes ventralis 
       

1 2 H 

Grey-hooded Flycatcher Mionectes rufiventris 
        

1 1 

Bran-coloured Flycatcher Myiophobus fasciatus 1 
 

H 1 
  

H 
   

Sharp-tailed Grass Tyrant  Culicivora caudacuta 
  

6 
       

Drab-breasted Bamboo Tyrant  Hemitriccus diops 
        

H 
 

Hangnest Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus nidipendulus 
        

1 1 

Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant Hemitriccus 

margaritaceiventer 

      
1 

   

Eared Pygmy Tyrant  Myiornis auricularis 
        

2 
 

Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher Poecilotriccus plumbeiceps 
        

1 H 

Yellow-lored Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum poliocephalum 
   

1 
      

Common Tody-Flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum 2 
 

2 
  

2 
    

Yellow-olive Flatbill  Tolmomyias sulphurescens H H 
 

2 
   

H 1 
 

Cliff Flycatcher Hirundinea ferruginea 
     

7 1 1 2 4 

Euler's Flycatcher Lathrotriccus euleri 
   

1 
      

Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus 
   

1 
      

Southern Tropical Pewee Contopus cinereus 
       

H 
  

Scarlet Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus 
   

1 
      

Crested Black Tyrant  Knipolegus lophotes 
  

3 
  

5 4 1 
  

Velvety Black Tyrant Knipolegus nigerrimus 
       

5 2 2 

White-rumped Monjita Xolmis velatus 
 

1 4 2 2 X 
    

Grey Monjita Nengetus cinereus 
     

3 
    

Streamer-tailed Tyrant  Gubernetes yetapa 
 

1 
   

2 
    

Shear-tailed Grey Tyrant  Muscipipra vetula 
         

1 

Masked Water Tyrant Fluvicola nengeta 2 4 
 

1 2 X 
  

1 2 

Cock-tailed Tyrant  Alectrurus tricolor 
  

1 
       

Long-tailed Tyrant Colonia colonus 2 
      

1 
  

Cattle Tyrant Machetornis rixosa 
 

2 
 

2 
 

4 
  

2 
 

Rusty-margined Flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis 
        

2 
 

Social Flycatcher Myiozetetes similis 1 2 
 

4 1 
   

2 
 

Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus 4 3 1 2 2 3 2 1 3 4 

Boat-billed Flycatcher Megarynchus pitangua 1 
      

H 
 

H 

Suriri Flycatcher Suiriri suiriri 
     

4 
    

Sibilant Sirystes Sirystes sibilator 
        

1 
 

Rufous Casiornis Casiornis rufus 
      

1 
   

Short-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus ferox 2 1 1 2 
  

2 
   

Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus 
 

1 
        

Pale-bellied Tyrant-Manakin Neopelma pallescens 
      

2 
   

Serra do Mar Tyrant-Manakin Neopelma chrysolophum 
        

1 
 

Blue Manakin  Chiroxiphia caudata 
       

H 3 1 



Helmeted Manakin  Chiroxiphia galeata 
   

4 
  

1 
   

Pin-tailed Manakin  Ilicura militaris 
   

2 
  

1 
 

H 1 

White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus 
   

3 
      

Greenish Schiffornis  Schiffornis virescens 
        

1 
 

Rufous-browed Peppershrike Cyclarhis gujanensis 
         

H 

Grey-eyed Greenlet Hylophilus amaurocephalus 
      

2 
   

Curl-crested Jay Cyanocorax cristatellus 
   

2 X H 
    

Plush-crested Jay Cyanocorax chrysops 
    

H 
     

White-rumped Swallow Tachycineta leucorrhoa 
  

1 
       

Brown-chested Martin Progne tapera 
     

4 
    

Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis 
 

2 2 2 1 X 
    

Blue-and-white Swallow Pygochelidon cyanoleuca X X X X 6 X 
  

X X 

Tawny-headed Swallow Alopochelidon fucata 
  

8 
       

Black-capped Donacobius Donacobius atricapilla 
 

1 
        

Grass Wren Cistothorus platensis 
  

1 
       

Southern House Wren Troglodytes musculus 1 1 
  

1 2 
    

Chalk-browed Mockingbird Mimus saturninus 
 

1 6 2 3 X 2 
   

Creamy-bellied Thrush Turdus amaurochalinus 
  

1 2 
      

White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis 
       

H 
  

Pale-breasted Thrush Turdus leucomelas 1 1 1 2 
 

1 1 1 
  

Rufous-bellied Thrush Turdus rufiventris 2 
    

1 
 

1 
 

1 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 1 
  

6 2 4 
    

Hooded Siskin Spinus magellanicus 
  

1 2 
      

Blue-naped Chlorophonia Chlorophonia cyanea 
         

2 

Purple-throated Euphonia Euphonia chlorotica H 
 

1 
   

H 
   

Grassland Sparrow Ammodramus humeralis 
  

2 
  

1 1 
   

Saffron-billed Sparrow Arremon flavirostris 2 
         

Rufous-collared Sparrow Zonotrichia capensis 2 
 

7 2 2 5 X X 5 2 

Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus 
  

5 X 6 
     

Campo Troupial Icterus jamacaii 
     

1 
    

Variable Oriole Icterus pyrrhopterus 
   

1 
      

Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis 
    

X 
     

Chopi Blackbird Gnorimopsar chopi 
  

2 4 X X X 
   

Yellow-rumped Marshbird  Pseudoleistes guirahuro 
  

X 
  

2 
    

Southern Yellowthroat Geothlypis velata 
     

2 
    

Tropical Parula Setophaga pitiayumi 
 

1 
        

Flavescent Warbler Myiothlypis flaveola 2 
  

1 
  

1 
   

White-rimmed Warbler  Myiothlypis leucoblephara 
        

1 1 

Golden-crowned Warbler Basileuterus culicivorus 2 
 

1 H 
 

1 H 2 4 2 

Golden-crowned Warbler (White-bellied W) Basileuterus culicivorus 

hypoleucus 
1 

         

Red Tanager Piranga flava 
     

2 
    

Hooded Tanager Nemosia pileata 2 2 
        

Black-masked Finch Coryphaspiza melanotis 
  

1 
       

Serra Finch  Embernagra longicauda  
        

1 
 

Wedge-tailed Grass Finch Emberizoides herbicola 
  

4 
  

1 
    

Blue Finch Rhopospina caerulescens 
     

1 1 
   

Rufous-headed Tanager Hemithraupis ruficapilla 
 

2 
 

2 
  

2 1 
 

1 

Swallow Tanager Tersina viridis 
   

1 
 

5 
   

3 

Blue Dacnis Dacnis cayana 2 2 2 6 
 

X 8 4 2 X 



Black-throated Saltator  Saltatricula atricollis 
  

2 
   

H 1 
  

Green-winged Saltator Saltator similis 
   

3 
 

1 1 
 

H 
 

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 2 1 
     

1 2 1 

Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina 
   

2 4 1 
    

Grey-headed Tanager Eucometis penicillata 
      

1 
   

Black-goggled Tanager Trichothraupis melanops 
         

2 

Red-crested Finch Coryphospingus cucullatus 1 
     

1 
   

Grey Pileated Finch  Coryphospingus pileatus 
   

2 1 
 

2 
   

White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus 
   

2 
      

Ruby-crowned Tanager  Tachyphonus coronatus 
  

1 2 2 
    

2 

Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo 6 
         

Dubois's Seedeater Sporophila ardesiaca 
   

6 4 
 

1 
   

Plumbeous Seedeater Sporophila plumbea 
  

X 
       

Orange-headed Tanager Thlypopsis sordida 2 
    

2 
    

White-rumped Tanager Cypsnagra hirundinacea 
     

2 
    

Long-tailed Reed finch Donacospiza albifrons 
     

2 2 
  

 

Cinereous Warbling Finch Microspingus cinerea 
  

2 
  

2 
    

Chestnut-vented Conebill Conirostrum speciosum 1 
         

Stripe-tailed Yellow Finch Sicalis citrina 
     

2 
    

Saffron Finch Sicalis flaveola 2 X 3 X X X 
 

2 X X 

Shrike-like Tanager Neothraupis fasciata 
     

1 1 
   

Magpie Tanager Cissopis leverianus 
       

1 3 
 

Cinnamon Tanager  Schistochlamys ruficapillus 
  

6 1 
 

2 1 4 
  

Sayaca Tanager Thraupis sayaca 4 4 2 4 2 X 4 3 
 

2 

Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum 2 4 
 

2 
 

2 
 

2 
 

2 

Burnished-buff Tanager Stilpnia cayana 1 
 

2 2 1 6 4 X 2 4 

Brassy-breasted Tanager Tangara desmaresti 
         

3 

Gilt-edged Tanager Tangara cyanoventris 
   

1 
     

4 

                        

 MAMMALS                       

Giant Anteater Myrmecophaga 
tridactyla 

   
6 

      

Black Tufted-ear Marmoset Callithrix penicillata 
  

2 
       

Guianan Squirrel Sciurus aestuans 
         

1 

Maned wolf Chrysocyon 
brachyurus 

         
1 

Crab-eating Fox Cerdocyon thous 
    

1 
    

1 

 


