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DAILY ACCOUNT 

Saturday 13th October 

The group were collected from the Linx hotel at 07.00 by Serginho, our driver for the week. Being a 

Saturday there was thankfully little traffic on the road and by 09.30 they arrived at Itororo Lodge, 

our base for the first 5 days of the tour. 

We quickly got to grips with some of the birds coming in and out of the feeders including Golden-

chevroned Tanager, Brassy-breasted Tanager, Ruby-crowned Tanager, Maroon-bellied Parakeet, 

Rufous-bellied Thrush, Blue Dacnis, Burnished-buff Tanager, Dusky-legged Guan and hummingbirds 

included Violet-capped Woodnymph, Scale-throated Hermit, Black Jacobin, White-throated 

Hummingbird, Brazilian Ruby, Sombre Hummingbird and a rather nice male Amethyst Woodstar. 

Other birds seen around the lodge included Green-backed Becard, Chestnut-crowned Becard, 

Southern-crested Caracara, Savanna Hawk, Rufous-thighed Kite, Slaty-breasted Wood Rail, Grey-

rumped Swift, Surucua Trogon, Grey-fronted Dove and Cliff Flycatcher. 

 

Bertoni's Antbird (©Andy Foster) 

After the excitement of lots of new species in a very short period of time everyone was shown to 

their rooms and we met up again at 10.30 for a quick briefing on the tour and the lodge etc. After 

this we took a short walk up along the main track within the lodge grounds, it wasn’t long before 

we were picking off new species such as Bertoni’s Antbird, Grey-capped Tyrannulet, Rough-legged 

Tyrannulet, Drab-breasted Bamboo Tyrant, Green-winged Saltator and Variable Antshrike. We 

made our way back to the lodge for 12.30 and lunch was served at 12.45. After lunch we had a short 

break (some saw Plain Parakeet on the feeders) meeting up again at 14.15 to go and spend the 

afternoon birding the White Trail.  

Unlike the previous week the weather had really started to warm up and bird activity was quite low 

with few species responding to playback, we did however manage to see Bare-throated Bellbird, 

Spot-billed Toucanet, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Scaled Woodcreeper, Ochre-faced Tody Flycatcher, 



brief views of Blue Manakin, Squirrel Cuckoo, Crested Oropendola, Black-goggled Tanager and 

Rufous-headed Tanager. 

 

White-throated Hummingbird (©Andy Foster) 

Things had gone really quiet so we made our way back to the lodge picking up some Magpie 

Tanagers on one of the lodge feeders and Alan and Keith had lined up some nice Gilt-edged Tanagers 

for us in the trees by the lodge! At 17.50 we took a short walk up to an area hoping to see Long-

trained Nightjar but unfortunately it refused to show this evening, we did however get great views 

of a Short-tailed Nighthawk flying low overhead and some Common Potoos calling far away. 

We made it back to the lodge for 18.30, dinner was served and we completed our first checklist of 

the tour. Exhausted, everyone retired soon afterwards. 

Sunday 14th October 

We awoke to a fairly clear morning so a trip up to Pico de Caledonia for some higher altitude birding 

was looking good. As we dropped down through the local town the cloud was steadily building up 

over the peak, but it looked clear everywhere else so we decided to give it a shot. What a good plan 

that turned out to be! We arrived at our parking spot at around 1700m in altitude and got ourselves 

prepared for the day ahead. As we started to walk up the mountain we got our first views of Black 

and Gold Cotinga, such a great bird! A little further up we used some playback for Rufous-tailed 

Antbird which responded and showed well. Suddenly there was a lot of bird activity around us, 

looking up we could see a great fruiting tree, the next 25 minutes was non-stop action! We had 

several great birds come to the tree including Swallow-tailed Cotinga, Pallid Spinetail, Rufous-

browed Peppershrike, Black and Gold Cotinga, Thick-billed Saltator, Rufous-crowned Greenlet, Bay-

chested Warbling Finch, Rufous-backed Antvireo, Olivaceous Eleania, Brassy-breasted Tanager and 

Diademed Tanager, what a very productive start to the day! 

As we walked up the track we came across a Rufous Gnateater, Serra do Mar Tyrannulet and also a 

Serra do Mar Tyrant-Manakin, all just 100m after the fruiting tree! Further along we used some 

playback for Giant Antshrike, although the bird responded it refused to come any closer. Next up 



was a Blue-billed Black Tyrant followed by another pair of Diademed tanagers and a Mouse-coloured 

Tapaculo.  

 

Rufous-tailed Antbird (©Andy Foster) 

We were now fast approaching the best area for Grey-winged Cotinga, we heard it vocalise a few 

times but no sign of the bird! Further up we started to scan and used a little playback, within a few 

minutes all but one of the group had good scope views of this scarce endemic! Try as we might we 

couldn’t relocate the bird so continued on up towards the spot for Itatiaia Thistletail, another big 

target for the day.  

 

Blue-billed Black-Tyrant (©Andy Foster) 



Being a Sunday there was a little movement of people up on the access road, this included a group 

of 50+ girls from the local church carrying up chairs and various other bits and bobs for a morning 

service…..all the way up at the top of the peak! An hour later 2 priests also walked past to give the 

service! Strangely the security guard was not on duty today so access to the upper section was 

looking difficult, until we decided to follow our churchgoers and go through a small hole in the fence! 

Now well on our way we arrived at the 620+ steps towards the Thistletail spot. Every 50 steps or so 

we used playback to try to call the bird in, unfortunately it was having none of it, around step 580 

we finally got a response, as our 50+ churchgoers decided to come back down, this put our Thistletail 

on hold a little! 15 minutes later after a constant stream of people we used playback again and 

finally got good views of this very localised and scarce endemic!! Well worth the effort and the wait! 

 

The rare and endemic Itatiaia Thistletail through the mist! (©Andy Foster) 

It was now 13.00 and with thick cloud and drizzle now falling we decided to head back down to have 

our packed lunch. After lunch we continued on down playing a little more Grey-winged Cotinga, 

thankfully after a quick scan I picked it up, got it in the scope and Tony (who had missed it earlier) 

along with the rest of the group had some great views! We continued on down, it had now gone 

quite cool with little bird activity. We arrived back at the minibus just after 14.45 and took a 10 

minute drive to another spot. This turned out to be very productive indeed with Red-legged 

Seriema, Large-tailed Antshrike, Masked Yellowthroat, Bran-coloured Flycatcher, Olivaceous Eleania 

and Rufous-capped Antshrike, what a great end to a fantastic days birding! 

We arrived back at the lodge just after 17.00, refreshed ourselves with tea, coffee and cake and met 

up again just before 18.00 to try and find the Long-trained Nightjar. Once again unfortunately it 

failed to appear, so, same time again tomorrow we would try again! 

Dinner was served at 18.30 followed by our daily checklist. 

 

 



 

Black and Gold Cotinga (©Andy Foster) 

Monday 15th October 

We were greeted by a very cloudy morning, thick fog in fact! After breakfast we departed for an 

hours drive towards Duas Barras for a day of open country birding. We arrived at our first stop just 

after 07.30 and although there was some light drizzle it turned out to be a very productive spot. As 

soon as we got out of the minibus we had 5 Blue-winged Macaws in a tree above us, a great start! 

We started scanning the valley below us and were soon picking up many new species including 

Streamer-tailed Tyrant, Yellow-bellied Eleania, Wing-banded Hornero, Rufous Hornero, Rufous-

fronted Thornbird, Black-capped Donacobius, Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Chalk-browed Mockingbird, 

Yellow-browed Tyrant, Cattle Tyrant and Masked water Tyrant.  

We drove for another 10 minutes or so and pulled over at the roadside again picking up Short-

crested Flycatcher, Red-rumped Cacique, Double-collared Seedeater, Hooded Siskin and Rufous-

headed Tanager. The next stop produced Pale-vented Pigeon and Guira Cuckoo, we then started 

using playback for Serra Antwren, within a few minutes we had a good response from one that 

ended up coming in and giving some good views for the group. I then started playing some Hangnest 

Tody-Tyrant, this also came in and showed briefly but was soon replaced by a pair of Grey-eyed 

Greenlets, after getting good views of this new bird we played some more Hangnest Tody and it 

soon popped out giving the group great views! At the same time it started to pour with rain so we 

retreated back to the minibus and drove on towards Duas Barras having a quick stop at the 

viewpoint where it continued to pour with rain. We had a brief respite and manged to call in a 

Firewood Gatherer and also picked up Blue-black Grassquit, White-rumped Swallow, Southern 

rough-winged Swallow and Swallow Tanager. We dropped down into the small town of Duas Barras 

stopping for coffee and cake before moving on towards Sumidouro. Still with light rain falling we 



had our first stop along the dirt road getting good views of a pair of White-tailed Hawks, Smooth-

billed Ani, Campo Flicker and Chestnut-capped Blackbird.  

 

Streamer-tailed Tyrant (©Andy Foster) 

Next up we in a small fragment of forest, unfortunately it too was in thick cloud and it started to 

rain heavily, we did however manage to get views of a Yellow-lored Tody Flycatcher and Grey-

hooded Attila.  

 

Hangnest Tody-Tyrant (©Andy Foster) 

 



We moved on with the dirt road being quite slippery in places but our driver Serginho did an 

excellent job of negotiating various bad sections of the road and getting us through safely. We had 

a few other stops along the way picking up Blackish Rail, Yellow-chinned Spinetail, White-eared 

Puffbird, Cliff Flycatcher, Tawny-headed Swallow and White-crested Tyrannulet. 

 

White-tailed Hawk (©Andy Foster) 

 

Three-toed Jacamar (©Andy Foster) 

It was now 13.00 so we stopped for lunch at the end of the dirt road and picked up a few new species 

at the same time including Rufous-capped Spinetail, Curl-crested Jay, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, 

Golden-crowned Warbler and Dave spotted an Ultramarine Grosbeak! After lunch we took a 20 



minute drive towards Sumidouro stopping at a petrol station to use the bathrooms, we then drove 

on through Sumidouro to the Three-toed Jacamar spot. As soon as we pulled up I spotted a couple 

of Toco Toucans in a nearby tree, beautiful birds! After having some good looks at the toucans we 

used some playback for the Three-toed Jacamar, almost instantly we had 2 fly in above us giving 

everyone fantastic views! We also picked up Lesser-yellow headed Vulture. 

With mission accomplished we started to drive back through Sumidouro and back towards Murineli 

having one last stop on the way hoping to see Black-necked Aracaris, but unfortunately there was 

no response. After a very productive days birding we arrived back at the lodge around 17.00 and 

met up again at 18.30 for dinner and the days checklist. 

Tuesday 16th October 

Another cloudy morning as we met up for breakfast at 06.00. Today we were to spend a full day in 

the Itororo Lodge grounds. As we set off light rain started to fall but we were soon using playback 

on our first Antbird of the day, a Dusky-tailed Antbird that responded well coming in and showing 

well for the whole group.  

 

Dusky-tailed Antbird (©Andy Foster) 

Further along the track we played some Ochre-rumped Antbird, this didn’t respond but a few 

minutes later appeared in the bamboo in front of us, again giving some good views! We started 

walking along the White trail and it was fairly quiet, although we did get good views of a Rufous 

Gnateater followed by a Star-throated Antwren for some of the group. We came across a small 

mixed flock that was a little frustrating as it moved through the understorey a little too fast. We did 

however manage to get views of White-collared Foliage Gleaner, Sharp-billed Treehunter, Uniform 

Finch, Lesser Woodcreeper, Rufous-crowned Greenlet and Brassy-breasted Tanager. The rest of the 

morning was fairly quiet as we were enshrouded in thick cloud, we did manage to call in a male 

Spot-billed Toucanet giving us better views of this beautiful bird than we had earlier in the week, 



this was followed by a Rufous-capped Motmot that after some effort the whole group managed to 

see. We also got good views of Ochre-faced Tody Flycatcher, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Blue 

Manakin, Golden-crowned Warbler and briefer views of a male Pin-tailed Manakin. 

 

 

Spot-billed Toucanet through the mist! (©Andy Foster) 

We got back to the lodge at 12.15 and had lunch at 13.00 followed by a short break. Meeting up 

again at 14.15 we set off for an afternoons birding around the Blue trail, again in the lodge grounds. 

Unfortunately the weather didn’t improve all afternoon, with low thick cloud and light rain really 

affecting the birding. We managed to get good views of a male Chestnut-headed Tanager, Euler’s 

Flycatcher and more looks at White-collared Foliage Gleaner and Blue Manakins, but apart from 

that it was very quiet. 

We arrived back at the lodge just after 17.00, had some tea, coffee and cake and then set off at 

17.45 to try to find the Long-trained Nightjar again… for the third night!! Whilst we were waiting a 

couple of Short-tailed Nighthawks flew over giving good views and then shortly afterwards…. the 

Long-trained Nightjar appeared flying low over our heads and giving a good display, after such a 

tough days birding we really deserved this! 

We got back to the lodge just before 18.30, dinner was served and we completed the checklist 

afterwards.  

Wednesday 17th October 

Today was our moving on day to our next lodge at Reserva Ecologica de Guapi Acu. We met for 

breakfast as usual at 06.00, shortly afterwards our driver Serginho arrived and we paid our drinks 

bills, loaded up the minibus, said our goodbyes and set off towards Macae de Cima. As we drove 

towards the highest point of the mountain pass the weather was still bad so unfortunately we 



couldn’t drive up the Macae de Cima road as it would have been impassable in the minibus so we 

decided to drop down and bird the Cedae Trail for the morning, it turned out to be an excellent 

choice! 

 

Red-necked Tanager (©Andy Foster) 

Shortly after we got out of the minibus we were into the action with both Red-necked and Green-

headed Tanagers above us giving pretty good views.  

Next up we used playback and called down a Tropical Parula, this was followed by a Rufous-headed 

Tanager and a Green Honeycreeper. We walked a little way down the track and came across a small 

mixed flock that contained Lesser Woodcreeper, Red-crowned Ant Tanager and a Black-capped 

Foliage Gleaner, the Foliage Gleaner unfortunately did not show. Next up I played some Saffron 

Toucanet, this did not respond but it did attract in a nice male Spot-billed Toucanet that gave a 

serious upgraded view to the one we had seen the previous day at Itororo. We walked on down and 

used playback to call in a Black-cheeked Gnateater followed by good views of Grey-hooded Attila. 

Further down we came across a Spot-backed Antshrike that showed well and shortly afterwards a 

White-throated Spadebill. It was now just after 10.30 so we turned around and started heading back 

up the track picking up views of Star-throated Antwren and amazingly good views of White-throated 

Woodcreeper!  

After some playback we also managed to get good views of the endemic Ochre-breasted Foliage 

Gleaner. Arriving back at the minibus just after 11.30 we took a short drive down to some local 

feeders but unfortunately they were very quiet only producing a pair of Green-headed Tanagers, 

but still good to have such great looks! 



 

White-throated Woodcreeper (©Andy Foster) 

We took the hour drive to Regua arriving just before 13.00 and went straight into lunch. After a 

short break we set off at 14.30 for a walk around the wetland area by the lodge picking up some of 

the commoner species including Rufous-tailed Jacamar, very brief views of Silvery-flanked Antwren, 

Common Galinule, Boat-billed Heron (such a great bird!), Cattle Egret, Striated Heron, White-

headed Marsh-Tyrant, Greater Ani, Yellow-lored Tody Flycatcher and Brazilian Tanager. 

We arrived back at the lodge around 17.00 and sorted out the rooms and then met up again at 18.30 

for dinner. Shortly after 19.00 we set off for some owling and took a 15 minute drive away from the 

lodge with Adeli, one of the Regua guides. We used some playback for Mottled Owl first, within a 

matter of seconds we had one fly in and perch above us giving great views! Next we played some 

Tawny-browed Owl, and although it responded unfortunately it refused to come in. We drove a little 

further and played some Black-banded Owl, it responded well but like the Tawny-browed Owl, 

refused to come closer. Adeli walked further down the track and managed to locate the Black-

banded Owl, it gave the whole group excellent views! 

We arrived back at the lodge around 21.30, completed our checklist for the day and retired to bed 

soon after! 



 

Rufous-tailed Jacamar (©Andy Foster) 

 

Mottled Owl (©Andy Foster) 

Thursday 18th October 

We awoke to a cloudy and cool morning which was a nice surprise! We had a little pre-breakfast 

birding around the lodge grounds and picked up Silvery-flanked Antwren, Unicoloured Antwren, 

Brazilian Tanager, White-bearded Manakin, White-barred Piculet and over the wetlands saw 

Neotropic Cormorant, Black-bellied Whistling Duck and Rufescent Tiger Heron. After breakfast we 

set off from the lodge for a mornings birding around the Brown Trail. Being cooler than usual I was 

hoping that the bird activity would remain good all morning. We certainly had a steady morning 



picking up lots of new species. Around the edge of the wetlands we got good views of Ringed 

Kingfisher, Amazon Kingfisher, Capped Heron, Anhinga, in the vegetation by the edge we had 

improved views of Yellow-lored Tody Flycatcher and also called in a couple of Lemon-chested 

Greenlets.  

 

Lemon-chested Greenlet (©Andy Foster) 

As we headed into the forest we were soon getting more new species such as Sooretama Slaty 

Antshrike, Southern Antpipit, (catch up views for the some of the group of Silvery Flanked and 

Unicouloured Antwrens), Long-billed Wren, Scaled Antbird, Black-capped Foliage Gleaner, Rufous-

winged Antwren, White-eyed Foliage Gleaner, Eye-ringed Tody Tyrant and a rather nice Crescent-

chested Puffbird. By 11.15 we turned around on the trail and started heading back towards the 

lodge, on the way we had the briefest of flight views of a Blond-crested Woodpecker and then used 

some playback on Rufous-sided Crake that left the reeds and flew over the path, brief but ok views 

for some. We arrived back at the lodge at 12.30 in time for lunch. We had a short break afterwards 

and met up again at 14.30 to bird part of the Yellow trail behind the wetlands. During the break a 

small family group of White-tufted eared Marmosets visited the feeders. 

It was incredibly hot with hardly any birds vocalising, but we pressed on and soon came across the 

highlight of the day, a Common Potoo with chick perched up high on a dead stump, brilliant to see 

such a great sight! We carried on around the wetlands getting a response from a Moustached Wren 

that unfortunately did not come into playback. Shortly afterwards we had scope views of some Grey-

necked Wood-Rails across the other side of the wetland together with some Amazon Kingfishers. 

We came across four male Brazilian Tanagers, this was followed by scope views of a Cocoi Heron. A 

very quiet afternoon, but great to see the Potoo! 

 



 

Brazilian Tanager (©Andy Foster) 

 

Lesser Woodcreeper (©Andy Foster) 

We arrived back at the lodge just before 17.00, just time for some tea and coffee before Adeli arrived 

to take us to the Giant Snipe spot at 17.30. We took the 15 minute drive to the Snipe spot and waited 

for it to get a little darker. We tried to locate the Snipe on the ground but unfortunately they were 

not playing tonight, but we did however manage to see 2 in flight as they flushed from the ground, 

so pretty good! We also managed to get Yellowish Pipit and Burrowing Owl prior to the Snipe and 

also a Pauraque in flight and on the road on the journey back. 



We arrived back at the lodge at 19.00 quite exhausted after a very successful and long day in the 

field, but all very rewarding! We went straight in for dinner and completed the daily checklist shortly 

afterwards. 

 

Common Potoo and chick (©Andy Foster) 

 

Black-bellied Whistling Ducks, Southern Lapwing and Capybaras (Andy Foster) 



Friday 19th October 

Another cloudy morning greeted us as we met up for some pre-breakfast birding, this was actually 

great news as it meant the temperature would hopefully stay low throughout the day making things 

more productive. We set off for a mornings birding along the Waldonoor trail arriving at the start 

just before 07.45. On the way some of the group got good views of a Red-cowled Cardinal along the 

side of the road. As soon as we arrived at the start of the trail there were Yellow-green Grosbeaks 

calling and perched up in clear view, an excellent start! We then started walking the trail picking up 

some Green-headed Tanagers along the way followed by some Channel-billed Toucans and then our 

first new woodpecker of the morning, a nice male Yellow-throated Woodpecker! It perched up nice 

and still so allowed us all good scope views. Next up we started to use some playback for Blond-

crested Woodpecker, although this responded it did not come any closer, although we did get good 

scope views of a male Spot-billed Toucanet in the same area. We also picked up a Yellow-olive 

Flycatcher and more views of Red-necked Tanagers. As we continued along the trail we played for 

some more Blond-crested Woodpecker and got a good response, after about 5 minutes of trying 

the male woodpecker finally landed where we could all get onto it giving some pretty good views of 

this wonderful bird. 

 

Yellow-green Grosbeak (©Andy Foster) 

We arrived at another spot where we have had Yellow-fronted Woodpeckers in the past, after some 

playback, sure enough one appeared in the tree above us, again, giving good scope views, a 3 

woodpecker morning can’t be bad!! Shortly afterwards Adeli spotted an Olive-green Tanager 

(another target bird for the morning) in a distant tree, after some playback they came in closer for 

the whole group to see. We continued on up the now rather narrow track until we reached an area 

where we were hoping to see Frilled Coquette. After some 20 minutes of waiting there was still no 

sign so we started using playback for various different species, one of which was Buff-bellied 

Puffbird. After a few minutes Adeli spotted one perched way off in the distance, but nothing the 

scope couldn’t handle (!) giving us good views of this rather large puffbird. 



It was now 10.30 so we started to walk back down the track as rain started to fall, hopefully it 

wouldn’t last long. Thankfully the rain remained light and just as we were getting close to the car 

we heard a couple of Dusky-capped Flycatchers, they were up in the canopy and gave ok views in 

the end. Nearing where we had left the vehicle we flushed a White-necked Hawk from the side of 

the track, such a pity that it didn’t stay just a few seconds longer for the whole group to get views. 

We started our 25 minute drive back to the lodge, half way along both Liz and myself spotted a male 

Frilled Coquette perched by the roadside, panic set in as we got the driver to stop and we all 

managed to get great views of this fantastic little hummingbird! 

 

Yellow-fronted Woodpecker (©Andy Foster) 

We arrived back at the lodge at 12.00 to find Purple-throated Euphonias next to the feeder, this was 

followed by lunch at 12.30. This was followed by a short break meeting up again at 14.30 to bird 

around the wetlands to try and pick up some more new species before our departure tomorrow. As 

we left the lodge it started to rain lightly again, this continued on and off during the afternoon. It 

was a fairly quiet afternoon but we managed to get a few new species as we followed the Yellow 

Trail around the wetlands. First up we had a Pied-billed Grebe followed by a couple of Yellow 

Tyrannulets, this was followed by a Yellow-breasted Flycatcher high up in the canopy…a tough bird 

to see! 

As we walked further around the wetlands we came across a Boat-billed Heron, Rufescent Tiger 

Heron and a Black-crowned Night Heron, we also tried in a few places for Moustached Wren but 

without any luck, this would have to wait until tomorrow! Further around the wetlands we had 

some nice male White-bearded Manakins followed by a Laughing Falcon flying over high after some 

playback, we also had great views of a pair of Blond-crested Woodpeckers and a pair of Chestnut-

backed Antshrikes. 

We arrived back at the lodge around 17.30 and met up again for dinner at 18.30 followed by the 

completion as usual of the daily checklist. 



 

 

Frilled Coquette (©Andy Foster) 

 

White-bearded Manakin (©Andy Foster) 

Saturday 20th October 

Unfortunately the last day was upon us, the week had flown by! We met as usual for some pre-

breakfast birding and then set off after breakfast to walk the Brown Trail in search of a few missing 

species. Before leaving the lodge we had an Orange-bellied Euphonia on the lodge feeder. Along the 



trail it was a little slow going but as we headed up along the Brown Trail towards the Sao Jose Trail 

we got better views of Southern Antpipit followed by much better views of a male Scaled Antbird 

that responded well to playback. Next up we heard a Greyish Mourner calling and again after some 

playback this finally perched above us, not the best views as it was high in the canopy, but good 

enough. Straight afterwards we had a couple of Eared Pygmy Tyrants calling way above us in the 

canopy, again, after a little effort we located these tiny little Tyrants! As we started to walk the Sao 

Jose Trail I used some playback for White-bibbed Antbird as I had previously seen them here. After 

a while we finally got a response and after much effort we got great views of this great little 

endemic! During the course of the morning we had good views of at least a couple of Reddish 

Hermits. On the way back towards the lodge we used some playback for a Grey-hooded Flycatcher 

that was calling some distance away, within seconds it perched up in front of us giving good 

prolonged views. 

 

Grey-hooded Flycatcher (©Andy Foster) 

Whilst we were away on the trail some of the group stayed behind for some “free time”, during 

which John photographed a female Frilled Coquette and Keith had good views of a Hooded Tanager. 

We arrived back at the lodge in time for lunch at 12.30, this was followed by the final checklist and 

then time for packing etc. Serginho arrived at the lodge at 15.15, the minibus was soon loaded up 

with a brief interval for a Versicoloured Emerald that was feeding in a nearby tree, we departed the 

lodge shortly afterwards. It took us just a couple of hours to drive down to the airport in Rio, quicker 

than expected but good to have a nice smooth journey down. We said our goodbyes at the airport, 

it had been a great week with a lovely group of people making it a very enjoyable and productive 

trip! 

Trip totals were as follows: 

As a group we saw a total of 284 species 

89 of these seen species were Atlantic forest endemics 



We had a further 26 species heard only 

Top 5 birds of the trip were: 

Large-tailed Antshrike 

Long-trained Nightjar 

Black-banded Owl 

Bertoni’s Antbird 

Blond-crested Woodpecker 

TRIP CHECKLIST 

Key 

Species in bold are Atlantic forest endemics 

X = more than 6 individuals 

H = heard 

    Date: 

Common name Scientific name 13th 14th  15th  16th  17th  18th  19th  20th  

Brown Tinamou  Crypturellus obsoletus H 
  

H 
    

Dusky-legged Guan  Penelope obscura 3 2 X 4 X 
   

Rusty-margined Guan Penelope superciliaris     2 2   

Spot-winged Wood Quail  Odontophorus capueira H H 
 

H H 
   

Black-bellied Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis 
     

X X X 

Muscovy Duck  Cairina moschata 
     

2 2 2 

Brazilian Teal  Amazonetta brasiliensis 
  

2 
     

Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps 
      

1 
 

Rufescent Tiger Heron  Tigrisoma lineatum 
     

1 3 2 

Boat-billed Heron  Cochlearius cochlearius 
    

2 4 3 2 

Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 
     

1 1 
 

Striated Heron  Butorides striata 
    

3 2 2 1 

Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis X 
 

X 
 

X X X X 

Cocoi Heron  Ardea cocoi 
     

1 1 
 

Great Egret  Ardea alba 1 
 

2 
  

2 2 1 

Capped Heron  Pilherodius pileatus 
     

2 2 
 

Snowy Egret  Egretta thula X 
       

Magnificent Frigatebird  Fregata magnificens X 
       

Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
     

4 4 2 

Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga 
    

1 2 3 1 

Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura 2 
 

1 
 

X 2 2 X 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture  Cathartes burrovianus 
  

1 
     

Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus X X X 1 X X X X 

Rufous-thighed Kite  Harpagus diodon 2 1 
      

Savanna Hawk  Buteogallus meridionalis 2 
 

3 
  

1 
  

White-necked Hawk  Buteogallus lacernulatus 
      

1 
 

Roadside Hawk  Rupornis magnirostris 
      

1 
 

White-tailed Hawk  Geranoaetus albicaudatus 
  

3 
     

Red-legged Seriema  Cariama cristata 
 

1 H 
     

Rufous-sided Crake  Laterallus melanophaius 
    

H 1 H 
 

Grey-necked Wood Rail  Aramides cajaneus 
     

2 
 

H 



Slaty-breasted Wood Rail  Aramides saracura 2 1 H 2 1 
   

Ash-throated Crake  Porzana albicollis 
     

H 
  

Blackish Rail  Pardirallus nigricans 
  

2 
 

H H H 
 

Purple Gallinule  Porphyrio martinicus 
     

1 2 2 

Common Gallinule  Gallinula galeata 
    

X X X X 

Southern Lapwing  Vanellus chilensis X 
 

X 
  

X 2 
 

Wattled Jacana  Jacana jacana 
    

X X X X 

Giant Snipe  Gallinago undulata 
     

2 
  

Rock Dove  Columba livia X 
 

X 
     

Picazuro Pigeon  Patagioenas picazuro 2 4 X X X X X X 

Pale-vented Pigeon  Patagioenas cayennensis 
  

2 
   

4 2 

Plumbeous Pigeon  Patagioenas plumbea 
   

H 
    

Ruddy Ground Dove  Columbina talpacoti X X 
  

X 2 X 
 

White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi 1 
       

Grey-fronted Dove  Leptotila rufaxilla X 2 2 4 1 2 4 1 

White-eyed Parakeet  Psittacara leucophthalmus X X X X 
    

Guira Cuckoo  Guira guira 
  

3 
   

2 
 

Greater Ani  Crotophaga major 
    

X X X X 

Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani 
  

X 
  

X X 
 

Squirrel Cuckoo  Piaya cayana X 
 

2 H 1 3 
 

1 

Tropical Screech Owl  Megascops choliba H 
   

H 
   

Mottled Owl  Strix virgata 
    

1 
   

Black-banded Owl  Strix huhula 
    

1 
   

Tawny-browed Owl  Pulsatrix koeniswaldiana 
    

H 
   

Ferruginous Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum 
  

H 
 

1 H 
  

Burrowing Owl  Athene cunicularia 
     

2 
  

Long-tailed Potoo  Nyctibius aethereus 
    

H 
   

Common Potoo  Nyctibius griseus H 
  

H 
 

2 2 2 

Short-tailed Nighthawk  Lurocalis semitorquatus 1 H 
 

2 
    

Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis 
    

1 4 
  

Long-trained Nightjar  Macropsalis forcipata 
   

1 
    

White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris 
 

X 
  

X X 
 

X 

Grey-rumped Swift  Chaetura cinereiventris 5 2 4 
 

1 2 
 

2 

Saw-billed Hermit  Ramphodon naevius 
    

H 
 

H 
 

Scale-throated Hermit  Phaethornis eurynome 2 2 1 3 
    

Planalto Hermit  Phaethornis pretrei 
  

H 
     

Reddish Hermit  Phaethornis ruber 
     

1 
 

2 

Sombre Hummingbird  Aphantochroa cirrochloris 1 
  

1 
    

Swallow-tailed Hummingbird  Eupetomena macroura 
    

2 1 2 1 

Black Jacobin  Florisuga fusca X X X X X X X X 

Green-crowned Plovercrest  Stephanoxis lalandi 
 

2 
      

Frilled Coquette  Lophornis magnificus 
      

1 1 

Glittering-bellied Emerald  Chlorostilbon lucidus 
 

1 2 
     

Violet-capped Woodnymph  Thalurania glaucopis X 2 4 4 2 2 3 2 

White-chinned Sapphire  Hylocharis cyanus 
    

1 
 

1 2 

White-throated Hummingbird  Leucochloris albicollis X X X X X 
   

Versicolored Emerald  Amazilia versicolor 
    

1 
  

1 

Glittering-throated Emerald  Amazilia fimbriata 
     

1 
  

Brazilian Ruby  Clytolaema rubricauda X X X X X 
   

Amethyst Woodstar  Calliphlox amethystina 1 
       

Surucua Trogon  Trogon surrucura 2 
 

H 1 1 
   

Green Kingfisher  Chloroceryle americana 
      

1 
 

Amazon Kingfisher  Chloroceryle amazona 
  

1 
 

1 4 X 1 

Ringed Kingfisher  Megaceryle torquata 
  

2 
  

4 
  



Rufous-capped Motmot  Baryphthengus ruficapillus H 
  

1 H 
 

H 
 

Three-toed Jacamar  Jacamaralcyon tridactyla 
  

2 
     

Rufous-tailed Jacamar  Galbula ruficauda 
    

2 X 3 
 

Buff-bellied Puffbird  Notharchus swainsoni 
    

H 
 

1 
 

White-eared Puffbird  Nystalus chacuru 
  

2 
     

Crescent-chested Puffbird  Malacoptila striata 
     

1 
  

Spot-billed Toucanet  Selenidera maculirostris 1 
  

1 1 
 

1 
 

Channel-billed Toucan  Ramphastos vitellinus 
      

4 X 

Toco Toucan  Ramphastos toco 
  

2 
     

White-barred Piculet  Picumnus cirratus 
 

1 
  

1 2 
  

Yellow-fronted Woodpecker  Melanerpes flavifrons 
      

1 
 

Yellow-eared Woodpecker  Veniliornis maculifrons 
   

2 
    

Yellow-throated Woodpecker  Piculus flavigula 
      

1 H 

Campo Flicker  Colaptes campestris 
  

2 
  

2 
  

Blond-crested Woodpecker  Celeus flavescens 
     

H 3 2 

Southern Crested Caracara  Caracara plancus 4 1 3 
   

1 
 

Yellow-headed Caracara  Milvago chimachima 
  

2 
 

4 X 2 X 

Laughing Falcon  Herpetotheres cachinnans 
      

1 
 

American Kestrel  Falco sparverius 
  

1 
     

Plain Parakeet  Brotogeris tirica 2 
     

5 
 

Scaly-headed Parrot  Pionus maximiliani 4 
 

2 H 3 
 

X H 

Orange-winged Amazon  Amazona amazonica 2 
       

Blue-winged Parrotlet  Forpus xanthopterygius 
     

4 
  

Maroon-bellied Parakeet  Pyrrhura frontalis 2 3 5 X X X X X 

Blue-winged Macaw  Primolius maracana 
  

5 
     

Band-tailed Hornero  Furnarius figulus 
  

4 
 

2 2 2 
 

Rufous Hornero  Furnarius rufus 
  

X 
     

Itatiaia Spinetail  Asthenes moreirae 
 

2 
      

Rufous-capped Spinetail  Synallaxis ruficapilla H H 1 H 
    

Spix's Spinetail  Synallaxis spixi 
   

1 
    

Pallid Spinetail  Cranioleuca pallida 1 1 
 

H 
    

Yellow-chinned Spinetail  Certhiaxis cinnamomeus 
  

2 
 

1 4 4 4 

Rufous-fronted Thornbird  Phacellodomus rufifrons 
  

4 
     

Orange-eyed Thornbird  Phacellodomus erythrophthalmus 
 

1 
 

H 
    

Firewood-Gatherer  Anumbius annumbi 
  

1 
     

Buff-browed Foliage-Gleaner  Syndactyla rufosuperciliata H 2 
 

1 
    

Ochre-breasted Foliage-Gleaner  Philydor lichtensteini 
    

1 
   

Black-capped Foliage-Gleaner  Philydor atricapillus 
    

H 1 1 
 

Buff-fronted Foliage-Gleaner  Philydor rufum 4 
  

4 2 
   

White-collared Foliage-Gleaner  Anabazenops fuscus H 
  

2 
    

Pale-browed Treehunter  Cichlocolaptes leucophrus 
    

H 
   

White-eyed Foliage-Gleaner  Automolus leucophthalmus 
     

1 H 
 

Rufous-breasted Leaftosser  Sclerurus scansor 
   

H 
    

Sharp-tailed Streamcreeper  Lochmias nematura 
   

H 
    

Sharp-billed Treehunter  Heliobletus contaminatus 
   

2 
    

Plain Xenops  Xenops minutus 
     

1 
  

Streaked Xenops  Xenops rutilans 
    

1 1 
 

1 

Plain-winged Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla turdina 
    

1 
 

H H 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper  Sittasomus griseicapillus 1 
 

2 5 2 
   

White-throated Woodcreeper  Xiphocolaptes albicollis 
 

1 
  

1 
   

Planalto Woodcreeper  Dendrocolaptes platyrostris 
   

H 
    

Lesser Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus fuscus H 
  

1 1 2 
 

H 

Scaled Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes squamatus 3 
       

Spot-backed Antshrike  Hypoedaleus guttatus 
    

1 
 

H 
 



Giant Antshrike  Batara cinerea 
 

H 
 

H 
    

Large-tailed Antshrike  Mackenziaena leachii 
 

1 
      

Tufted Antshrike  Mackenziaena severa 
       

H 

Chestnut-backed Antshrike  Thamnophilus palliatus 
     

1 2 
 

Sooretama Slaty Antshrike  Thamnophilus ambiguus 
     

2 H H 

Variable Antshrike  Thamnophilus caerulescens 2 
  

2 
    

Rufous-capped Antshrike  Thamnophilus ruficapillus 
 

1 
      

Spot-breasted Antvireo  Dysithamnus stictothorax 
    

1 
   

Plain Antvireo  Dysithamnus mentalis 
    

2 
   

Rufous-backed Antvireo  Dysithamnus xanthopterus 
 

2 
      

Star-throated Antwren  Rhopias gularis 
   

1 2 
   

Silvery-flanked Antwren  Myrmotherula luctuosa 
    

H X 
 

2 

Unicolored Antwren  Myrmotherula unicolor 
     

4 
 

H 

Rufous-winged Antwren  Herpsilochmus rufimarginatus 
     

1 
 

H 

Serra Antwren  Formicivora serrana 
  

1 
     

Bertoni's Antbird  Drymophila rubricollis 2 
       

Rufous-tailed Antbird  Drymophila genei 
 

4 
      

Ochre-rumped Antbird  Drymophila ochropyga H 
  

1 
    

Dusky-tailed Antbird  Drymophila malura H 
  

1 
    

Scaled Antbird  Drymophila squamata 
     

1 
 

1 

Streak-capped Antwren  Terenura maculata 
    

1 
   

White-shouldered Fire-Eye  Pyriglena leucoptera 
   

H H 
   

White-bibbed Antbird  Myrmeciza loricata 
       

1 

Cryptic Antthrush  Chamaeza meruloides    H     
Rufous-tailed Antthrush  Chamaeza ruficauda H   H     
Variegated Antpitta  Grallaria varia H   H     
Rufous Gnateater  Conopophaga lineata  1  1     
Black-cheeked Gnateater  Conopophaga melanops     2  H  
White-breasted Tapaculo  Eleoscytalopus indigoticus 1   H     
Mouse-colored Tapaculo  Scytalopus speluncae  1  H     
Planalto Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias fasciatus 1  1      
Rough-legged Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias burmeisteri 1        
Grey-capped Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias griseocapilla 1        
Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Myiopagis flavivertex   4   2   
Olivaceous Elaenia  Elaenia mesoleuca  2       
Southern Beardless Tyrannulet  Camptostoma obsoletum   2      
White-crested Tyrannulet  Serpophaga subcristata   1      
Yellow Tyrannulet  Capsiempis flaveola     H  2  
Southern Antpipit  Corythopis delalandi      1  1 

Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet  Phylloscartes ventralis    2     
Serra Do Mar Tyrannulet  Phylloscartes difficilis  1       
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  Mionectes oleagineus      2  H 

Grey-hooded Flycatcher  Mionectes rufiventris        1 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher  Leptopogon amaurocephalus   2 1   H  
Bran-colored Flycatcher  Myiophobus fasciatus  1 1      
Drab-breasted Bamboo Tyrant  Hemitriccus diops 1   H     
Eye-ringed Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus orbitatus      1  1 

Hangnest Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus nidipendulus   1   H   
Eared Pygmy Tyrant  Myiornis auricularis        2 

Ochre-faced Tody-Flycatcher  Poecilotriccus plumbeiceps 2   1     
Yellow-lored Tody-Flycatcher  Todirostrum poliocephalum   1  1 1 H  
Yellow-olive Flatbill  Tolmomyias sulphurescens       1  
Ochre-lored Flatbill  Tolmomyias flaviventris       1  
White-throated Spadebill  Platyrinchus mystaceus     1    



Cliff Flycatcher  Hirundinea ferruginea 1  2 1     
Euler's Flycatcher  Lathrotriccus euleri    1   H  
Blue-billed Black Tyrant  Knipolegus cyanirostris  3       
Velvety Black Tyrant  Knipolegus nigerrimus  2       
Yellow-browed Tyrant  Satrapa icterophrys   2      
Streamer-tailed Tyrant  Gubernetes yetapa   4      
Masked Water Tyrant  Fluvicola nengeta 1  X  X X X X 

White-headed Marsh Tyrant  Arundinicola leucocephala     2 2 2  
Cattle Tyrant  Machetornis rixosa   3      
Piratic Flycatcher  Legatus leucophaius   1      
Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis 2 1 4  4 X 2  
Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus X H X X X X X X 

Streaked Flycatcher  Myiodynastes maculatus 1 H 1 H   1  
Boat-billed Flycatcher  Megarynchus pitangua      2 2  
Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus X X X  X X X X 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus savana 1  4    1 1 

Greyish Mourner  Rhytipterna simplex        1 

Swainson's Flycatcher  Myiarchus swainsoni 1        
Short-crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus ferox 1  3  H 2   
Dusky-capped Flyctacher Myiarchus tuberculifer       2  

Grey-hooded Attila  Attila rufus   1  1 H H  
Bare-throated Bellbird  Procnias nudicollis 3 H  H H    
Black-and-gold Cotinga  Tijuca atra  4       
Grey-winged Cotinga  Tijuca condita  2       
Serra do Mar Tyrant-Manakin  Neopelma chrysocephalum  1       
Pin-tailed Manakin  Ilicura militaris H   2     
White-bearded Manakin  Manacus manacus     1 X X X 

Blue Manakin  Chiroxiphia caudata 1  1 4   3  
Sharpbill  Oxyruncus cristatus  1       
Greenish Schiffornis  Schiffornis virescens    H     
Green-backed Becard  Pachyramphus viridis 1        
Chestnut-crowned Becard  Pachyramphus castaneus 2 2  5     
White-winged Becard  Pachyramphus polychopterus   2      
Crested Becard  Pachyramphus validus      2 1  
Swallow-tailed Cotinga  Phibalura flavirostris  1       
Rufous-browed Peppershrike  Cyclarhis gujanensis H 1  1     
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus     H  4  
Rufous-crowned Greenlet  Hylophilus poicilotis  X  X     
Lemon-chested Greenlet  Hylophilus thoracicus     H 2 H  
Grey-eyed Greenlet Hylophilus amaurocephalus   2      

Curl-crested Jay  Cyanocorax cristatellus   1      
White-rumped Swallow  Tachycineta leucorrhoa   4      
Grey-breasted Martin  Progne chalybea   2      
Brown-chested Martin  Progne tapera   4  X    
Blue-and-white Swallow  Notiochelidon cyanoleuca 2 X X     X 

White-thighed Swallow  Neochelidon tibialis     2   X 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx ruficollis   X  X X X  
Tawny-headed Swallow  Alopochelidon fucata   1      
Black-capped Donacobius  Donacobius atricapilla   4      
Moustached Wren  Pheugopedius genibarbis      H  H 

Long-billed Wren  Cantorchilus longirostris     H 1  1 

House Wren  Troglodytes aedon 1  2   1 2 1 

Chalk-browed Mockingbird  Mimus saturninus  1 X      
Yellow-legged Thrush  Turdus flavipes 3   H     



Rufous-bellied Thrush  Turdus rufiventris X X X X X  1  
Pale-breasted Thrush  Turdus leucomelas   1 1 1  1 1 

Creamy-bellied Thrush  Turdus amaurochalinus  2       
White-necked Thrush  Turdus albicollis    H     
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus X 2 2    4  
Yellowish Pipit  Anthus lutescens      1   
Hooded Siskin  Spinus magellanicus H 1 X      
Purple-throated Euphonia  Euphonia chlorotica       2  
Violaceous Euphonia  Euphonia violacea      1 2 2 

Orange-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia xanthogaster        1 

Chestnut-bellied Euphonia  Euphonia pectoralis     1    
Masked Yellowthroat  Geothlypis aequinoctialis  1       
Tropical Parula  Setophaga pitiayumi     1    
White-rimmed Warbler  Myiothlypis leucoblephara    2     
Golden-crowned Warbler  Basileuterus culicivorus  2 3 2     
Crested Oropendola  Psarocolius decumanus 3 X X X X    
Red-rumped Cacique  Cacicus haemorrhous   3  X X X X 

Shiny Cowbird  Molothrus bonariensis   X    1  
Chopi Blackbird  Gnorimopsar chopi   X      
Chestnut-capped Blackbird  Chrysomus ruficapillus   X  X X X X 

Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola X X X X X 2 5  
Rufous-collared Sparrow  Zonotrichia capensis X X 2 X 2    
Grassland Sparrow  Ammodramus humeralis   H      
Half-collared Sparrow  Arremon semitorquatus    H     
Red-cowled Cardinal  Paroaria dominicana      1 1  
Cinnamon Tanager  Schistochlamys ruficapillus  1       
Magpie Tanager  Cissopis leverianus 4 5 X      
Hooded Tanager  Nemosia pileate        1 

Olive-green Tanager  Orthogonys chloricterus       4  
Chestnut-headed Tanager  Pyrrhocoma ruficeps    1     
Black-goggled Tanager  Trichothraupis melanops 2 4 1  2    
Flame-crested Tanager  Tachyphonus cristatus     1 2 1  
Ruby-crowned Tanager  Tachyphonus coronatus X 4 4 X X    
Brazilian Tanager  Ramphocelus bresilius     2 X 4 1 

Sayaca Tanager  Thraupis sayaca 1 2 4 2 2 2 2 2 

Azure-shouldered Tanager  Thraupis cyanoptera 2 X  2 2    
Golden-chevroned Tanager  Thraupis ornate X X X X X 2 X 3 

Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum   2     1 

Diademed Tanager  Stephanophorus diadematus  X       
Green-headed Tanager  Tangara seledon     4  X  
Red-necked Tanager  Tangara cyanocephala     X  4  
Brassy-breasted Tanager  Tangara desmaresti X X 2 X X    
Gilt-edged Tanager  Tangara cyanoventris 3        
Burnished-buff Tanager  Tangara cayana 2  2 2 2  2  
Swallow Tanager  Tersina viridis   4  2    
Blue Dacnis  Dacnis cayana X X X X X X X X 

Green Honeycreeper  Chlorophanes spiza     1    
Rufous-headed Tanager  Hemithraupis ruficapilla 1  2  2    
Yellow-backed Tanager  Hemithraupis flavicollis      3 4 1 

Chestnut-vented Conebill  Conirostrum speciosum   1   1 2  
Uniform Finch  Haplospiza unicolor    1     
Bay-chested Warbling Finch  Poospiza thoracica  4       
Saffron Finch  Sicalis flaveola  X X   2 X X 

Grassland Yellow Finch  Sicalis luteola   1      



Wedge-tailed Grass Finch  Emberizoides herbicola   H      
Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina   X      
Double-collared Seedeater  Sporophila caerulescens   X      
Red-crowned Ant Tanager  Habia rubica     2 1 H H 

Yellow-green Grosbeak  Caryothraustes canadensis       X  
Black-throated Grosbeak  Saltator fuliginosus     H    
Green-winged Saltator  Saltator similis 1        
Thick-billed Saltator  Saltator maxillosus  4       
Ultramarine Grosbeak  Cyanocompsa brissonii   1      
          

OTHERS           

Capybara       X X X X 

White-tufted-eared Marmoset       1 X X X 

Brazilian Squirrel       1 1   

Broad-snouted Caiman       X X 3 X 

Tegu Lizard        X  4 

Orange-spined Hairy Dwarf Porcupine          1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


