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This was the ninth year Field Guides has operated this
short, rich tour to the Atlantic Forest. And, after almost
a decade, this was my last year to do the trip, making it
a tad bittersweet. Yet it was my first year to stay at the
new lodge, and in that sense it was nothing but
sweetness and light. Itororo, at about 4000 ft., is
definitely a better site for birders than the old lodge, at
about 1200 ft.; the rooms, if smaller than the other
place, are plenty big for our purposes; and the quiet
grounds without the constant traffic noise that
characterized the other lodge made this site a keeper--of
course, Long-trained Nightjars sharing the grounds
didn't hurt! Nor did having an excellent group of birders
with whom to enjoy Atlantic Forest birds.

The grounds are excellent for birds, and we enjoyed
plenty of wonder there. Some highlights included the
following endemics on the Itororo trails, endemics that
I know you can still visualize: Chestnut-headed
Tanager, Half-collared Sparrow, very close Bare-
throated Bellbirds, White-breasted Tapaculo, Large-
tailed and Giant antshrikes, Rufous-capped Motmot,
Bertoni’s and Ochre-rumped antbirds, Rufous
Gnateater, Scaled, Planalto, Lesser, and Olivaceous
woodcreepers, Sharp-billed Treehunter, White-collared The Threatened Three-toed Jacamar is one of the scarcest endemics we saw on the tour. (Photo by
Foliage-gleaner, Saffron Toucanet, Orange-eyed participant Jerry Ziarno)

Thornbird, Surucua Trogon, Serra do Mar Tyrant-

Manakin, Swallow-tailed and Pin-tailed manakins, a plethora of hummers at the feeders, and of course those nightjars! You know that birding is good
when each and every day Bellbirds and Peppershrikes are "bearing the farm away."

Our day-trips out of headquarters also produced some stunning results, including Gray-winged, Swallow-tailed (five birds, two nests!), and Shrike-like
cotingas, a subadult Crowned Eagle, Spot-backed and Tufted antshrikes, Buff-bellied Puffbird, Black-cheeked Gnateater, Spot-billed Toucanet, all the
Drymophila, four out of five of the big-5 antshrikes, Three-toed Jacamar, Crescent-chested Puftbird, Unicolored Antwren, some great tanagers, Bay-
chested Warbling-Finch, Green-crowned (new name) Plovercrest, and a glimpse at an Azure Gallinule (a bird we found at Guapi Azu without knowing
that a local bird guide had recorded it about a week earlier), perhaps the first record for the state of Rio. Indeed, it was a lifer for Andy!

I know I speak for all of us in thanking Andy for his invaluable contributions to the tour. Thanks to Z for his nice photos, some of which I have included
in the triplist. And I have to thank all of you for making the trip such a wonderful finale for me as I look forward to an active retirement next year, when
our own resident Brazilian 'Manakin, fellow Field Guide and good friend Marcelo Padua, takes over this wonderful tour. Perhaps your paths and mine
will cross again; I hope so.

--John

KEYS FOR THIS LIST
One of the following keys may be shown in brackets for individual species as appropriate: * = heard only, I = introduced, E = endemic, N = nesting, a =
austral migrant, b = boreal migrant

BIRDS

Tinamidae (Tinamous)
SOLITARY TINAMOU (Tinamus solitarius) [E*]

BROWN TINAMOU (Crypturellus obsoletus) — Alas, tinamous are the devil to see and, not surprisingly, we missed seeing the three species we heard.
However, Stuart and Wendy, arriving a day early, were able to see this species on an afternoon walk at the lodge. [*]

TATAUPA TINAMOU (Crypturellus tataupa) [*]
Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl)
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WHITE-FACED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna viduata) — Both whistlers were seen in small numbers at REGUA.
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna autumnalis)
BRAZILIAN TEAL (Amazonetta brasiliensis) — Three seen at REGUA.

Cracidae (Guans, Chachalacas, and Curassows)
DUSKY-LEGGED GUAN (Penelope obscura) — Seen almost daily, this guan could be found most evenings at the lodge banana feeders.

Odontophoridae (New World Quail,
SPOT-WINGED WOOD-QUAIL (Odontophorus capueira) — All heard at a distance. [E*]

Fregatidae (Frigatebirds)
MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD (Fregata magnificens) — Many over Rio.

Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants and Shags)
NEOTROPIC CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) — Seen at REGUA and near Rio.

Anhingidae (Anhingas)
ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga) — Several at REGUA, including a handsome adult male.

Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns)

RUFESCENT TIGER-HERON (Tigrisoma lineatum) — Two seen at REGUA.

COCOI HERON (Ardea cocoi)

GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba)

SNOWY EGRET (Egretta thula)

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis)

STRIATED HERON (Butorides striata) — Several in high breeding plumage sporting bright orange legs.
CAPPED HERON (Pilherodius pileatus) — Approximately 3 seen at REGUA.

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax) — An adult at REGUA.

Cathartidae (New World Vultures)
BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus) — Almost daily.
TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura) — Almost daily.

Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites)

GRAY-HEADED KITE (Leptodon cayanensis) — One flying over the circular trail on the lodge grounds.

BLACK HAWK-EAGLE (Spizaetus tyrannus) — A nicely responsive bird that was curious about playback; seen well along the circular trail at the
lodge.

RUFOUS-THIGHED KITE (Harpagus diodon) — Not uncommon; seen on three different days.

PLUMBEOUS KITE (Ictinia plumbea) — Seen high above the Portao Azul track.

SAVANNA HAWK (Buteogallus meridionalis) — Seen in the drier regions: near Duas Barras and at REGUA.

CROWNED EAGLE (Buteogallus coronatus) — It was mighty exciting to see a subadult make an appearance en route to Duas Barras, right where
Andy predicted it--and right on time! A lifer for most, including Larry! Now put in the genus Buteogallus.

ROADSIDE HAWK (Rupornis magnirostris)
WHITE-TAILED HAWK (Geranoaetus albicaudatus) — Seen over Caledonia and near Duas Barras.

Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots)

SLATY-BREASTED WOOD-RAIL (Aramides saracura) — Two seen en route to Duas Barras, one of which came running through the fence like a
chicken in response to playback! One seen at REGUA. [E]

BLACKISH RAIL (Pardirallus nigricans) — Nice views of a pair at a marsh en route to Duas Barras.
PURPLE GALLINULE (Porphyrio martinicus) — Several at REGUA.

AZURE GALLINULE (Porphyrio flavirostris) — WOW. What an unexpected thrill! A quick look at this displaced migrant at REGUA where it had
been seen by a few Guapi Azu birders off and on for a week (unbeknownst to us). It was unresponsive to playback. Its presence may constitute a new
record for the state of Rio. A lifer for Andy! [a]

COMMON GALLINULE (Gallinula galeata) — Indeed, common at REGUA.

Aramidae (Limpkin)
LIMPKIN (Aramus guarauna) — A couple of birds seen flying off at REGUA.

Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings)
SOUTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus chilensis) — Smart looking.

Jacanidae (Jacanas)
WATTLED JACANA (Jacana jacana) — REGUA.

Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)
ROCK PIGEON (Columbea livia) — In towns. [I]

PALE-VENTED PIGEON (Patagioenas cayennensis) — One seen near Sumidouro.

PICAZURO PIGEON (Patagioenas picazuro) — Common. The largest pigeon in Brazil.
PLUMBEOUS PIGEON (Patagioenas plumbea) — A few seen on the grounds and elsewhere.

RUDDY GROUND-DOVE (Columbina talpacoti)

WHITE-TIPPED DOVE (Leptotila verreauxi) — At the lodge around the edge, and in other edge areas.






















